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Dear friends, 
 
To establish a church which is making a powerful impact in this beautiful Rainbow Nation 
we must understand the message of Jesus Christ Himself to the Church. God blesses the 
one who reads the words of this prophecy to the church and He blesses all who listen and 
obey (Revelation 1:3). We are the bride of Christ, so lets put on the wedding gown. He 
came to see His bride in victory to establish the Kingdom of God on earth, until He has 
destroyed every ruler and authority and power. We are the Church of Luke 10:19 that 
has authority over all the power of the enemy.  
 
To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 6 and has made us 
kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen (Revelation 1:5-6). Jesus is not only our saviour, securing our salvation, He also 
has made us kings and priests! To Him be glory and dominion forever and ever! 
 
Read it with the help of the Holy Spirit, don’t approach it with religious or denominational 
filters and enjoy it! Moreover never let this study be an opportunity to get divided among 
each other. Confess to each other: Jesus Christ is the only way to our salvation, He will 
return and be aware: But while knowledge makes us feel important, it is love that really 
builds up the church. 2 Anyone who claims to know all the answers doesn’t really know 
very much. 3 But the person who loves God is the one whom God knows and cares for (1 
Corinthians 8:1-3). 
 
1. Introduction. 
Before we go into the depths of the book of Revelation I would like to share something 
with you from His Word, outside the book of Revelation, just for you to keep in mind. 
 
In Christ, heaven and earth are reconciled (Colossians 1:20). The Kingdom of God is 
spiritual and not of this world (John 18:36). The kingdom of God has come upon us with 
Jesus first coming (Matthew 12:28). Jesus reigns in His Kingdom to put all things under 
His feet and delivers the kingdom to God the Father at His second coming (1 Corinthians 
15:24). We are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God in 
the spiritual Kingdom of God (Ephesians 2:18-22). We are the People of God, already 
seated "with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus", to reign with Christ in His 
spiritual Kingdom here on earth, now (Ephesians 2:6). The Kingdom of God is living a life 
of goodness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). For the Kingdom of 
God is living by God’s power (1 Corinthians 4:20). 

The ultimate manifestation of God’s power through the working of the Holy Spirit in us, is 
His love. He has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with His love. (Romans 5:5). 
So, let love be your highest goal! (1 Corinthians 14:1). It is love that really builds up the 
church (1 Corinthians 8:1). Anyone who does not love does not know God – for God is 
love! (1 John 4:8). This is the new command: Love one another (John 13:34-35). 
 
We are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but against the evil rulers 
and authorities of the unseen world (Ephesians 6:12). The enemy has been defeated 
because of the blood of the Lamb and by our testimony (Revelation 12:11). God has 
rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear 
Son (Colossians 1:13). 
 
The world will not get darker and darker until the very end, but the world will get lighter 
as humanity comes to God as written “The gentiles (nations) shall come to your 
light, and kings to the brightness of your rising (Isaiah 60:3)”. The Church will not only 
rise within a dark world, but the dark world will respond to the glorious Church, “for the 
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earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea (Habakkuk 2:14)”. 

We, humans are spirit, we have a soul and we live in a body. We have the mind of Christ 
(1 Corinthians 2:16) and in Christ the fullness of God lives in a human body (Colossians 
2:9-10). Jesus says: anyone who believes in Me will do the same works I have done, and 
even greater works (John14:12). 
 
2. All the Prophets and the Law prophesied up until John. 
We will see a strong relation between prophesies from the Old Testament and the book of 
Revelation. Matthew 11 is making some interesting quotes regarding the Kingdom. 12 And 
from the time John the Baptist began preaching until now, the Kingdom of Heaven has 
been forcefully advancing (the vaulted expanse, Greek), and violent people are attacking 
(to seize on, claim for one's self eagerly, Greek) it. (Revelation 11:12). So, who is 
speaking here? It’s Jesus. From John the Baptist until Jesus, at that moment the 
Kingdom has been forcefully advancing, just in that short period. In that same short 
period violent people are attacking the Kingdom to claim it for themselves. In the book of 
Revelation we will see this being fulfilled in the first century. We will learn that the 
transfer from the old covenant to the new covenant (the establishment of the Kingdom) 
is accompanied by great tribulation. Please keep this in mind. 
 
Second, have a look at Matthew 11:13: For all the prophets and the law prophesied until 
John (Matthew 11:13 NKJV). But if you read the books of the Prophets and God's Law 
closely, you will see them culminate in John, teaming up with him in preparing the way 
for the Messiah of the kingdom (Matthew 11:13 The Message). The Greek bible is 
teaching us were this is all about: especially concerning future events, and in  particular 
such as relate to the cause and kingdom of God and to human salvation. The prophesies 
about the Kingdom and human salvation are ending with John, we see them culminate in 
John’s century. We have seen this fulfilled with the first coming of Jesus the Christ, 
where He took the victory at Calvary (our salvation), which is also the start of the 
Kingdom, all during the days of John. As a consequence those prophesies are fulfilled at 
that time in the first century.  
 
3. Understanding Matthew 23 – 24 - 25. 
Matthew 23 and 24 is describing an important part of what will happen as described in 
the book of Revelation. Let’s first have a view through these three chapters of the book 
of Matthew to the book of Revelation. 
 
13 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For 
you shut the door of the Kingdom of Heaven in people’s faces. You won’t go in 
yourselves, and you don’t let others enter either (Matthew 23:13). Jesus is rebuking the 
religious leaders in that generation for applying the old system of the law in a wrong 
way. That particular generation is in the transition stage of the old system (the law) to 
the new system (the Kingdom of God). The religious leaders want to maintain the old 
system (the law) for their own personal reasons, they refuse themselves to accept the 
new system and they don’t let there people enter either. 
 
34 “Therefore, I am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers of religious law. But 
you will kill some by crucifixion, and you will flog others with whips in your synagogues, 
chasing them from city to city. 35 As a result, you will be held responsible for the murder 
of all godly people of all time—from the murder of righteous Abel to the murder of 
Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you killed in the Temple between the sanctuary and 
the altar. 36 I tell you the truth, this judgment will fall on this very generation (Matthew 
23:34-36). Jesus keeps the religious leaders of that generation responsible for the 
murder of all godly people of all time. Because of this He is proclaiming a judgment on 
them which will fall in that generation. 
 



Inside the book of Revelation, Alive Ministries South Africa 
 
 

 
 

4

37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones God’s messengers! 
How often I have wanted to gather your children together as a hen protects her chicks 
beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t let me. 38 And now, look, your house is abandoned 
and desolate. 39 For I tell you this, you will never see me again until you say, ‘Blessings 
on the one who comes in the name of the Lord!’ (Matthew 23:37-39). Immediately after 
the announcement of the judgment in verse 36 Jesus grieves over Jerusalem. Jerusalem 
will be punished, in that generation! They have to leave the old system (the law) and 
accept the Kingdom and the one who reigns in the Kingdom, Jesus Christ.  
 
So, in Matthew 23 we see the struggle to get rid from the old system (the law) into the 
new system (the Kingdom of Jesus Christ). The destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple 
in the year 70 (in that generation) is marking the turning from the old to the new 
system. 
 
1 As Jesus was leaving the Temple grounds, his disciples pointed out to him the various 
Temple buildings. 2 But he responded, “Do you see all these buildings? I tell you the 
truth, they will be completely demolished. Not one stone will be left on top of another!” 
(Matthew 24:1). Here Jesus is telling to His disciples the same message of destruction of 
the Temple.  
 
3 Later, Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives. His disciples came to him privately and said, 
“Tell us, when will all this happen? What sign will signal your return and the end of the 
world [or the age]? (Matthew 24:3). The disciples are asking here three questions. Lets 
have a look on the workout in the rest of these chapter. We will see that the first 
question “when will these things happen” is worked out in Matthew 24:4-28. Than He 
answers the second question “what will be the sign of your coming” in Matthew 24:29-
35. He answers the last question “what about the end of the age” in Matthew 24:35-
25:46. 
 
Imagine, put yourself in the disciples shoes: You are a Jew, living in the first age, sitting 
on a hill just outside of the Temple mount in Jerusalem, looking right at the Temple. You 
are living in a system of already 4000 years of “the law” and Jerusalem is the centre, the 
Holy City and the Temple the place to be, to honour your God. Jesus just told: Jerusalem 
and the Temple will be destroyed, in your generation. Would you have thought about 
what will happen in our century or thought about Jesus second coming? No way, you are 
in great danger, your whole system will collapse and last but not least Jesus, your new 
master will leave you soon (descend in the clouds).  
 
Jesus answers the first question “when will these things happen” (Matthew 
24:4-28): 
 4 Jesus told them, “Don’t let anyone mislead you, 5 for many will come in my name, 
claiming, ‘I am the Messiah.’ They will deceive many (Matthew 24:4-5). The Jewish 
people were desperately looking for a Messiah, someone to free them from the Roman 
domination. But the Jewish didn’t understand the role of the promised Messiah and the 
Kingdom (Matthew 8:12). So in that certain period there was such a rumour regarding 
“the Messiah” and many claimed to be the Messiah as the Jewish expected, the one who 
will free them from the Roman domination (but these were false ones). 
 
6 And you will hear of wars and threats of wars, but don’t panic. Yes, these things must 
take place, but the end won’t follow immediately. 7 Nation will go to war against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in many parts of 
the world (Matthew 24:6-7). When Jesus spoke these words (appr. in the year 30) there 
were no signs of wars and the power of Rome seemed to be stable and strong (Pax 
Romana). Did the prophecy of Jesus come true within that generation? Indeed wars 
began to break out all over the empire. The Jews lived in constant fear, with 50,000 Jews 
being slain in Seleucia and 20,000 in Caesarea. Then in A.D. 66, 50,000 Jews were killed 
in Alexandria. Within a period of 18 months, four emperors in Rome were murdered 
violently. Civil war broke out in the city of Rome. It was a time of great turmoil, and 
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there were constant rumours of new rebellions. The fulfilment of the famines is written in 
the book of Acts: 28 One of them named Agabus stood up in one of the meetings and 
predicted by the Spirit that a great famine was coming upon the entire Roman world. 
(This was fulfilled during the reign of Claudius.) (Acts 11:28). What about the 
earthquakes? The earth quake when Jesus died on the cross (Matthew 27:51-52) and 
again when He rose from the dead (Matthew 28:2). History tells us that the few years 
before the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 was a time of unusually high seismic activity. In 
A.D. 20 Philadelphia was totally destructed by an earthquake and in A.D. 61 Laodicea 
almost totally. The most famous earthquake was the destruction of Pompeii in A.D. 63.  
 
8 But all this is only the first of the birth pains, with more to come (Matthew 24:8). Birth 
pains are representing the pain for leaving the old system of the Law behind and the pain 
of giving birth to the new born son (the system of the Kingdom and His reign). All these 
things mentioned by Jesus (pain) had to happen to enter the new system. And there is 
more (pain) to come. 
 
 9 “Then you will be arrested, persecuted, and killed. You will be hated all over the world 
because you are my followers (Matthew 24:9). The first persecution was instigated by 
the Jewish religious leaders. Saul was among those leaders who oversaw the men who 
were putting Christians to death. The book of Acts describes that persecution, saying: A 
great wave of persecution began that day, sweeping over the church in Jerusalem; and 
all the believers except the apostles were scattered through the regions of Judea and 
Samaria (Acts 8:1). That “great persecution” continued to spread, and soon officials such 
as king Herod got involved (Acts 12:1). The persecution became even more intense in 
A.D. 64. That was the year when more than one third of the city of Rome burned to the 
ground. Nero, who was the emperor at that time, blamed Christians for that terrible fire, 
and then he began what Church historians call “The Great Persecution”. 
 
14 And the Good News about the Kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, 
so that all nations will hear it; and then the end will come (Matthew 24:14). Lets dig in 
what it means “throughout the whole world”.  

 8 Let me say first that I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because 
your faith in him is being proclaimed throughout the whole world (Romans 1:8). 
Their faith is being proclaimed – in Pauls lifetime - throughout the whole world.. 

 18 But I ask, have the people of Israel actually heard the message? Yes, they 
have: “The message has gone throughout the earth, and the words to all the 
world (Romans 10:18) 

 25 Now all glory to God, who is able to make you strong, just as my Good News 
says. This message about Jesus Christ has revealed his plan for you Gentiles, a 
plan kept secret from the beginning of time. 26 But now as the prophets foretold 
and as the eternal God has commanded, this message is made known to all 
Gentiles everywhere (all nations), so that they too might believe and obey him 
(Romans 16:25-26). 

 6 This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the world. It is 
bearing fruit in all the world (everywhere) by changing lives, just as it changed 
your lives from the day you first heard and understood the truth about God’s 
wonderful grace (Colossians 1:6). The gospel was bearing fruit in all the world - in 
Paul’s lifetime 

 23 But you must continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in it. Don’t drift 
away from the assurance you received when you heard the Good News. The Good 
News has been preached all over the world (all creation under heaven), and I, 
Paul, have been appointed as God’s servant to proclaim it (Colossians 1:23). 

What more can I say? For the Jewish at that time “throughout the whole world” was in 
their generation! 
 
15 “The day is coming when you will see what Daniel the prophet spoke about—the 
sacrilegious object that causes desecration (Greek = abomination of desolation) standing 
in the Holy Place.” (Reader, pay attention!) 16 “Then those in Judea must flee to the hills. 
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17 A person out on the deck of a roof must not go down into the house to pack. 18 A 
person out in the field must not return even to get a coat. 19 How terrible it will be for 
pregnant women and for nursing mothers in those days. 20 And pray that your flight will 
not be in winter or on the Sabbath (Matthew 24:15-20).  

 First what is this “abomination of desolation”: When we speak about abomination, 
we are referring to a horrible, detestable, disgusting thing. Luke 21:20-21 and 
Mark 13:14 tells us: 20 “And when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then 
you will know that the time of its destruction (desolation) has arrived. 21 Then 
those in Judea must flee to the hills. So this must be in that generation, only for 
those in that area. Some teachers assume that the abomination is the antichrist 
who will set up an idol in the future temple or actually step into that temple and 
declare himself as God. This must be un unfounded understanding: 1. the 
antichrist is never mentioned here. 2. Jesus was  talking to His disciples and 
telling them that they will witness this event. 3. Matthew refers to “the holy place” 
and Luke refers to “Jerusalem” where the abomination was to stand. Holy place 
has been translated from the Greek “hagios topos”. This terminology is never 
used anywhere in the Bible to refer to the Temple or the holy of holies in the 
Temple. The word “topos” refers to locality. It is used in expressions such as a 
“desert place” but never in reference to a building. Since we have Luke referring 
to this holy place as “Jerusalem” it is only natural to conclude that Jesus was 
referring to Jerusalem in the parallel passage of Matthew. 

 What about flee from Judea? Note that Jesus is talking about tragic events that 
will happen not throughout the world, but right there in the Jerusalem and the 
surrounding area of Judea. We know this because He is talking to His disciples and 
answering their question concerning when Jerusalem and the Temple will be 
destroyed. Jesus said that when the abomination of desolation stands in the holy 
place, people “in Judea” are run to the mountains. He did not say that people all 
over the world should flee. Further, we know that that Jesus was addressing His 
warnings to the Jews (that their flight may not be on the Sabbath).  

 
Some more words about “the antichrist”. The so called “antichrist” doesn’t exist in the 
scripture. The word “antichrist” appears 4 times in the scripture and only in the book 1 
John and 2 John and not at all in the book of Revelation. And who is a liar? Anyone who 
says that Jesus is not the Christ. [ Or not the Messiah.] Anyone who denies the Father 
and the Son is an antichrist. [ Or the antichrist.] (1 John 2:22). Well, this is clear, no 
manmade dangerous anti power or something like that. Everyone who denies the Father 
and the Son is an antichrist, or better spoken “anti Christ”. All those “complot theories” 
are manmade.  
 
21 For there will be greater anguish than at any time since the world began. And it will 
never be so great again (Matthew 24: -21). Jesus warned the disciples to flee from 
Jerusalem and Judea (Matthew 24:15-20). Then He prophesied the great destruction to 
follow. Futurist teachers say that this great tribulation will come in our future, just before 
the end of the world, and it will spread over all the earth called “The Great Tribulation”. 
But as we saw the disciples were just asking “When will Jerusalem and the Temple be 
destroyed”. Well Jerusalem as a physical city and the Temple has been destroyed in A.D. 
70 by the Romans and nearly a million Jews had been slaughtered. In the book of 
Revelation we will see that these period of great tribulation is related to the transition 
from the old covenant to the new covenant, which also described in Hebrews 8:13. The 
transition from the old to the new stands at the centre of history and the Bible. It is a 
pivotal point in God’s plan through the ages. When the Temple in Jerusalem was 
destroyed, it finalized the end of the old religious system. Besides that the Kingdom of 
Jesus Christ, which starts in the first generation, is being built up step by step as written: 
After that the end will come, when he will turn the Kingdom over to God the Father, 
having destroyed every ruler and authority and power. (1 Corinthians 15:24), and “for 
the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea (Habakkuk 2:14)”.  So, during these Kingdom everything will be placed under His 
command, which means more and more. So, the Kingdom is growing and growing and 
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the judgments are mend to be to get people under His feet. So why “The Great 
Tribulation” at the end, while almost everyone is under His feet. 

23 “Then if anyone tells you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah,’ or ‘There he is,’ don’t believe it. 
24 For false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and perform great signs and wonders 
so as to deceive, if possible, even God’s chosen ones. 25 See, I have warned you about 
this ahead of time. 26 “So if someone tells you, ‘Look, the Messiah is out in the desert,’ 
don’t bother to go and look. Or, ‘Look, he is hiding here,’ don’t believe it! 27 For as the 
lightning flashes in the east and shines to the west, so it will be when the Son of Man 
comes (Matthew 24:23-27). False Christ’s appear. As people were being slaughtered 
throughout Judea, many Jews held to their hopes of a Messiah appearing to deliver them 
at the last moment. Several leaders took advantage of this belief ,which was so 
fundamental to the Jewish heart and mind. So, Jesus warned them.  

28 Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather (Matthew 24:28). Envision 
thousands of soldiers gathered on the mountains encircling Jerusalem. Now add to that 
picture the banner under which they assembled – the banner of the vulture (in that 
region of the world the eagle is considered a vulture), which Roman soldiers carried on 
their flags and often painted on their shields. Jerusalem would be the corpse.  

Jesus answers the second question “what will be the sign of your coming” 
(Matthew 24:29-35): 
When people read that question today, they have a very different mind-set than the 
disciples had 2000 years ago. They were not thinking of the second coming of our Lord. 
In fact, at that time in their lives they were not even convinced that Jesus was going to 
die (Matthew 16:21-23), let alone return to earth someday. Lets have a look on what 
means His “coming”. At that time in history, the Jews were looking for a Messiah. That 
was there primary hope. They were looking for a Messiah to come and set up a Kingdom 
in which the Jews would have dominance and earth and reign forever (Matthew 20:20-
23). So, there question was mend: When will You come into your Kingdom, when will You 
take Your position and reveal yourself as king! When did that happen? After Jesus died, 
rose from the dead and ascended into heaven, He sat down on a throne at the right hand 
of God. All authority was given to Him, both in heaven and earth. Jesus came into His 
Kingdom the moment He ascended into heaven and sat down next to the Father. It 
happened almost 2,000 years ago, in the generation in which the disciples lived as 
written: 28 “And I tell you the truth, some standing here right now will not die before they 
see the Son of Man coming in his Kingdom.” (Matthew 16:28) and “Jesus went on to say, 
“I tell you the truth, some standing here right now will not die before they see the 
Kingdom of God arrive in great power!” (Mark 9:1).  
 
So, lets continue with Matthew 24:29-35:  
29  “Immediately after the anguish of those days, the sun will be darkened, the moon will 
give no light, the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken (Matthew 24:29). The sun, the moon and the stars frequently were used to refer 
to governing authorities. For example Joseph had a dream in which the sun, moon, and 
stars all bowed down to him (Genesis 37:9). When Joseph relayed this dream to his 
family, they did not conclude that the sun, moon, and stars literally would bow, but that 
Joseph would be raised above governing authorities. Similarly we can read in Revelation 
12:1 and Ezekiel 32:7-8. Well I can tell you, this is what happened. The powers of the 
heavens were shaken because Jesus Christ came into His Kingdom, Satan was defeated, 
the old covenant has past away: 22 Now Christ has gone to heaven. He is seated in the 
place of honour next to God, and all the angels and authorities and powers accept his 
authority (1 Peter 3:22). Jesus on His throne to establish His Kingdom by judging the 
earth, until everything is under His feet. So, this is also an announcement of a judgment. 
 
30 And then at last, the sign that the Son of Man is coming will appear in the heavens,… 
(Matthew 24:30a). Read this carefully. “Does this verse say that Jesus will appear in the 
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sky? It says that “the sign” will appear. It is the sign of the son of man and not Jesus 
who will appear. And what is the sign? The destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple was 
the sign. When the Temple was destroyed, the Jewish religious system was ended. No 
longer could people approach God through the Temple with animal sacrifices. There was 
a new High Priest. The stone that the builders had rejected had become the Chief 
Cornerstone. There was a new Temple being built out of living stones (the Church). That 
was the sign that Jesus came into His Kingdom, starting as a spiritual Kingdom on earth. 
The throne of David had been lifted to heaven. Starting from His spiritual Kingdom on 
earth Jesus Christ would reign in His (spiritual) Kingdom on earth and will hand it over to 
the father after He brought everything under His feet. 
  
“and there will be deep mourning among all the peoples (all the tribes) of the earth. And 
they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory 
(Matthew 24:30b). Here the Greek word “ge” has been translated to “earth”. In other 
passages of the New Testament, it is most often translated as “Land”. In fact, this word 
is often used for the Promised Land of the Jews. So, all the tribes of Israel will mourn 
about the great destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem. When Jesus referred to “And 
they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory” 
He did not say that the Son was coming back to earth. This event was to happen in the 
sky (or in heaven). There Jesus was clothed with power and glory. This is exactly what 
Daniel had prophesied as he saw in a vision Jesus Christ taking His position at the right 
hand of the father: 13 As my vision continued that night, I saw someone like a son of man 
coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient One and was led into his 
presence. 14 He was given authority, honour, and sovereignty over all the nations of the 
world, so that people of every race and nation and language would obey him. His rule is 
eternal—it will never end. His kingdom will never be destroyed (Daniel 7:13-14). 
 
31 And he will send out his angels with the mighty blast of a trumpet, and they will gather 
his chosen ones from all over the world—from the farthest ends of the earth and heaven 
(Matthew 24:31). To many people, this can speak only of the second coming of Christ at 
the end of history. But that is not what Jesus said it meant. Only three verses after this 
He stated that “this generation will not pass away until all these things take place”. Jesus 
said that this verse was descriptive of one of the things that would happen within the 
span of one generation. The blowing of a trumpet meant to the Jews that a royal decree 
was going out. Well, that happened. It was time to release the angels of God to gather 
His people from every nation. At the same time, the disciples of Jesus were 
commissioned to go and preach the gospel, making disciples of every nation. No longer 
was the Jewish nation the only people allowed within the covenant relationship with God. 
Jesus has become the Good Shepherd who was gathering His sheep from across the 
world. The word “gather” is significant, for it literally means “to synagogue or 
tabernacle”. The end of the old Temple would only help to hasten the building of the new 
temple which, is the Church (we are the Church). The Church began its vigorous growth 
after Jerusalem fell. 
 
32 “Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender 
and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 So you also, when you see all 
these things, know that it is near—at the doors! (Matthew 24:32-33). Jesus is explaining 
His disciples here that these warning signs would signal the beginning of a new spiritual 
season – the end of the old age and the flourishing of a new one. Jesus was answering 
His disciples questions about His coming Kingdom – an event that they would see in their 
lifetime. In Matthew 24:36 Jesus speaks about His second coming and that with this 
second coming there will be no signs to indicate His second coming. The obvious, simple 
lesson of the fig tree was to watch all the signs listed in Matthew 24:4-28. Many make 
the mistake in relation to this topic about what are “the end of ages”. The following verse 
underlines what is meant with “the end of ages”: 26 …..; but now, once at the end of the 
ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself (Hebrews 9:26b). 
Jesus has appeared at the end of ages (2000 year ago), to put away sin by His sacrifice. 
So “the end of ages” started 2000 years ago. 
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34 Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things 
take place (Matthew 24:34). Well, at the end of ages, 2000 year ago the old covenant is 
replaced by the new covenant and this was a mighty fight in the spiritual realm with a 
mighty effect in the natural realm. Everything Jesus prophesied in Matthew 24:5-34 was 
fulfilled by A.D. 70.  
 
Jesus answers the third question “what about the end of the age” (Matthew 
24:36-25:46): 
Well, as mentioned with the second question: 26 …..; but now, once at the end of the 
ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself (Hebrews 9:26b). 
Jesus has appeared at the end of ages (2000 year ago), to put away sin by His sacrifice. 
So “the end of ages” started 2000 years ago. Actually in Matthew 24:35 Jesus starts 
answering the third question “what about the end of the age (world)?”: 35 Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away (Matthew 24:35). Jesus 
is emphasizing how His words certainly will come true, but He is also making a statement 
about the end of things – heaven and earth passing away. He starts talking about “that 
day and hour”: 36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 
heaven, but My Father only (Matthew 24:36). When the Bible uses the terminology “the 
day and hour”, or “the great day”, or “the last day”, or sometimes “the day”, it refers to 
judgment day, and not just any judgment day, but the final great judgment day. That 
final great judgment day is the topic of the rest of Matthew 24 and all of Matthew 25: 

 Matthew 24:36: No one knows when. It will be a surprise.  
 Matthew 24:37-39: As the days of Noah. Again a surprise, people are just living 

their lives. 
 Matthew 24:40-42: As two men in the field. The great judgment day will come 

suddenly, so always be alert. 
 Matthew 24:43-44: As a thief in the night. Again the surprise element. Be ready 

at all times. 
 Matthew 24:45-51: As a master returning. Judgment day will arrive as a surprise, 

so the listener is exhorted to continue being diligent in service and living 
righteously.  

 Matthew 25:1-13: As ten virgins waiting. Gods people must be ready because 
Jesus could return at any time without warning. 

 Matthew 25:14-30: As servants with talents. We are being hold accountable for 
how we used our talents. A secondary lesson is that there would be a great delay 
before the return of Christ “19 After a long time the lord of those servants came …. 
(Matthew 25:19)”. This delay is unlike the judgment upon Jerusalem, which was 
to happen in that generation. 

 Matthew 25:31-46: The great day of judgment. Jesus will return to judge the 
righteous and the unrighteous.  

 
4. Understanding prophetic messages given to Daniel. 
Living several hundred years before Jesus came into the world, Daniel recorded visions, 
dreams, and prophecies concerning the coming of the Messiah, the end-times, the future 
of the Jews and the coming of the Kingdom of God.  
 
The message of Daniel 2:Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, had a dream in which 
God revealed the future. Daniel was able to tell the king his dream and give its 
interpretation. Daniel told the king that he saw in his dream a tremendous statue with 
different parts. A rock appeared, hit the feet of the statue, causing it to collapse. Finally 
the stone became a great mountain and filled the whole earth (Daniel 2:31-35). Daniel 
then revealed to the king what the dream meant: 37 You, O king, ….. are this head of 
gold. 39 But after you shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours; then another, a third 
kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth. 40 And the fourth kingdom shall be 
as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters everything; and like 
iron that crushes, that kingdom will break in pieces and crush all the others (Daniel 2:37-
40). Daniel is speaking about four earthly kingdoms, one following after the other. Daniel 
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told the king that his kingdom, the Babylonian, was the first kingdom. Other passages in 
the book of Daniel identify further about these kingdoms: 1. Babylonian empire 2. Medo-
Persian empire (Daniel 5:28, 8:20) 3. Greek empire (Daniel 8:21) 4. Roman empire. 
Indeed, we know from history that there were four consecutive kingdoms in that region 
of the world. Daniel then explained the rock in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, which crushed 
those kingdoms and grew into a mountain that filled the earth: 44 And in the days of 
these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and 
the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever (Daniel 2:44). Well, Jesus the rock of all ages 
will come into the earth, crush all other kingdoms, and bring in the Kingdom of God, 
which will grow as a mountain that fill the earth. Jesus, The Rock came during the last of 
the four empires, that of the Romans and finally it has been crushed in A.D. 476.  
 
The message of Daniel 9: Daniel is praying for his people, the Jews, while they were in 
captivity in Babylon. Daniel knew that God would free His people, for it had been 
promised through earlier prophets (Daniel 9:2). God sent the angel Gabriel to Daniel and 
revealed what would happen in the future for the Jews and Jerusalem, along with some 
significant facts about the future of the whole world.  

 24 “ Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for your holy city,  To 
finish the transgression, To make an end of sins, To make reconciliation for 
iniquity, To bring in everlasting righteousness, To seal up vision and prophecy, 
And to anoint the Most Holy (Daniel 9:24). God had decreed that the Jews and 
their holy city, Jerusalem, were to experience 70 weeks (490 years) of Gods 
favour, during which time God would fulfil the prophecies and promises that He 
previously had made to them. These 70 weeks are divided into three periods 
(seven weeks = 49 years, 62 weeks = 434 years, last week (7 years). 

 The first 69 weeks: 25 “ Know therefore and understand, That from the going 
forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, 
There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, 
and the wall, Even in troublesome times (Daniel 9:25). Gabriel gave a precise 
time for the coming of the Messiah. He said that from the decree to rebuilt 
Jerusalem until the Messiah, there would be seven weeks and 62 weeks (483 
years). This actually happened as described in Ezra 7:12-26, where the king of 
Persia in 457 B.C. decreed that the Jews were free to return to their homeland 
and rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple. Gabriel went on to declare what would 
happen after the Messiah came: 26 “ And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall 
be cut off, but not for Himself; And the people of the prince who is to come  Shall 
destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, And till the 
end of the war desolations are determined (Daniel 9:26). As this verse tells us, 
Jesus was “cut off”, He was put to death. Then Gabriel said that the people of the 
prince (the Romans) would come and destroy the city and the sanctuary. Notice 
how similar Gabriel’s wording is to the wording that Jesus used in Matthew 24 
and Luke 21: desolations, the end, and destruction as a flood. As we explained 
earlier, Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed in A.D. 70. 

 The seventieth (last) week: We don’t see a gap of 2000 years between the 69 
weeks and the last week, as some believe. The natural reading of Daniel 9 leads 
us to believe that the 70th week follows immediately after the 69th week. 27 Then 
he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the 
week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering.” (Daniel 9:27a). Well, this all 
happened. Jesus brought the new covenant as written “this cup is the new 
covenant in My blood (1 Corinthians 11:24-25). By dying on the cross He put an 
end to sacrifice and grain offerings.  

 
All 70 weeks of God’s favour upon the Jews were fulfilled already 2000 years ago. The 
greatest, most wonderful prophesies ever given to the Jews were those pertaining to the 
coming of the Messiah. When Jesus came, the Jews had the opportunity to accept or 
reject Him. However the majority did not recognize Jesus, the Messiah whom God had 
promised to send to them. Hence, the Jewish 70 weeks of God’s favour are finished. This 
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includes Daniel’s seventieth week. That final seven years of God’s favour began when 
Jesus began His public ministry, and it ended when the high priest rejected the message 
preached by Stephen. 
 
5. Understanding the book of Revelation. 
Before we proceed, it is helpful to recognize the proper title of the book we are studying. 
It is the book of Revelation – that is, singular – not Revelations. This is important for 
because it was written to be the revelation of Jesus Christ. It is not a book focussing on 
the revelation of destructions, nor the revelations of judgements, nor the revelation of 
the antichrist. It is a book revealing Jesus Christ as King and Lord of all. It is written to 
the Church to encourage us to be victorious and to reign with Him. It is a description of 
God’s kingdom expanding over the whole earth and Jesus Christ being revealed in glory. 
It is THE REVELATION. 
 
Hollywood has produced many fear driven so called future “end time” movies with horror 
scenarios inspired by the book of Revelation and the word “apocalypse”. Some Christians 
follow this fear driven behaviour and keep themselves and others busy with similar future 
topics. But, why for instance so busy with the antichrist? Jesus took the victory 2000 
years ago, it is fixed, so what antichrist? In 1 John 2 there is no fear at all regarding the 
antichrist and John is simply confirming: But you have an anointing from the Holy One, 
and you know all things (1 John 2:20). That’s it. Look back into the future, and believe in 
the perfection of His finished work, 2000 years ago, at the end of ages! It is all about 
Jesus! In this context some more words about the book of Revelation: 
 

1. It is the book of Revelation (singular) of Christ (Rev.1:1), The One Who took 
the victory,  and not the revelations (plural) of disasters.  

2. The word revelation in Greek is ap-ok-al’-oop-sis which we know as apocalypse. 
This word has nothing to do with disaster, however means: a revelation of the 
truth, which was unknown until that time. That’s it! What a manmade fear driven 
theory around the word apocalypse. No instead it is the apocalypse (Revelation) 
of Jesus, your Savior and King, Who’s perfect love expels all fear. 

 
Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those 
things which are written in it; for the time is near (Revelation 1:3). The reading of the 
book of Revelation is a blessing to us and not a horror scenario. 
 
5.1 Revelation 1 (introduction). 
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things which 
must shortly (or soon) take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant 
John, (Revelation 1:1). A revelation of Jesus for us to inform us what soon must take 
place. So, we are not grabbing in the dark about the future. As we have seen in Hebrews 
9:26b that the end of ages starts with Jesus first coming the word “shortly” means it 
starts from now on. 
 
3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 
those things which are written in it; for the time is near (Revelation 1:3).  There is a 
blessing if we read it and there is a blessing if we obey. So the question is what is the 
blessing and how can we obey? 
 
4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from Him who is 
and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 
5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler 
over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own 
blood, 6 and has made us kings (a kingdom) and priests to His God and Father, to Him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and 
every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” 
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(Revelation 1:4-8). So again the book of revelation is for the church in all its diversity 
(seven churches). This is a summary in a nutshell what happens from the beginning till 
the end: God is the great I AM (the beginning and the end), Jesus has risen, He is the 
ruler of all kings of this world, all glory to Jesus who freed us by His blood, He has made 
us a Kingdom right now and He comes again. So it is a message of hope and victory to 
us, the church, all glory to Him and He has made us a Kingdom right now.  
 
9 I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience 
of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the 
testimony of Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:9). John is the partner of the church (us) in 
suffering and patient endurance (which is a part of our journey) and He is a partner of us 
in God’s Kingdom. Apparently John is at that moment already in God’s (spiritual) 
Kingdom, he is our partner in the Kingdom, so we the church are also in the Kingdom 
since 2000 years ago.  
 
10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a 
trumpet (Revelation 1:10). It was Sunday (or Sabbath) and John was worshipping in the 
spirit, which is a good position to receive a vision. 
 
12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven 
golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, 
clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 
14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of 
fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound 
of many waters; 16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp 
two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. 17 And 
when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to 
me, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 18 I am He who lives, and was dead, 
and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death 
(Revelation 1:12-18).  This is a real message of hope. Jesus in all His glory and might in 
the middle of His whole church (seven lampstands). He is holding the seven stars (angels 
of the seven churches, which are probably their leaders) in His right hand, fixed and 
secure! He says don’t be afraid, I have everything under control for your benefit. “and a 
sharp two-edged sword came from his mouth”  is referring to the judgment done by 
Jesus. 
 
19 (Therefore) Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the 
things which will take place after this (Revelation 1:19). John is dividing the book of 
Revelation in three parts: 1. “which you have seen” = Christ in His glory (Revelation 1) 
2. “and the things which are” is in the Greek origin “what we are” = seven letters to 
seven churches in the first and second centuries (revelation 2-3) 3. “and the things which 
will take place after this” = these things will happen from the resurrection of Christ until 
eternity. The kingdom of God is progressively extended over the whole world until all of 
the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of God. (Revelation 4-22).  
 
So, Revelation 1 is hopeful information for the church about the future because Christ 
has made it for us. 
 
5.2 Revelation 2 & 3 (a message to the Church). 
These two chapters contains a message to the church (seven churches) in all its 
diversity. Those seven churches are representing all churches of all ages. For each church 
Jesus had a message of correction and promise.  
 
26 And he who overcomes (all who are victorious), and keeps My works (obey me) until 
the end, to him I will give power (authority) over the nations — 27 ‘ He shall rule them 
with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’ ]— as I also 
have received from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning star (Revelation 2:26-
28). Are you obeying Him? You are victorious! When? Now! What else for should the 
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nations be ruled? After the second coming of Christ everything is sorted out, no need for 
us to rule anymore. We will have the same authority as Jesus received from His Father! 
In revelation 12:5 we see that Jesus is ruling the nations in the same way as He gave us 
the authority: She gave birth to a son who was to rule all nations with an iron rod. And 
her child was snatched away from the dragon and was caught up to God and to his 
throne. So, being victorious is essential to the church, which means “obeying Him to the 
very end.  
 
10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep (protect) you from 
the hour of trial (great time of testing) which shall come upon the whole world, to test 
those who dwell on the earth (or those who belong to this world) (Revelation 3:10). 
There has been always protection for the faithful ones, the ones who kept His 
commandments. This was in the Old Testament and also in the New Testament. The 
protection has a physical side and a spiritual side (protected in the Kingdom). In this 
context “the whole world or those who dwell on the earth” stands for those who belong 
to this world, which are the ones who (still) don’t accept Jesus as king. The judgment is 
meant for them and not for Kingdom people (who don’t belong to this world, we are 
strangers on earth), for they are already under His feet. We will see this later on several 
places in the book of Revelation. Related to this verse some do see a link to the so called 
“rapture theory” for only the “Philadelphia” ones, as described in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-
18.  In my opinion this is based on fear (which is from Satan) and it ignores the amazing 
protection here in this world the Lord gave His beloved ones starting from Adam. It is 
also arrogant to say that just 1/7 part of the Church is loyal. Just only the journey of the 
people of Israel is one big example of protection with so many stories were He defend His 
beloved people during their walk on this earth. Lets have a short look on these verses in 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18: 13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep 
in Jesus.15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and 
remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we 
who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one 
another with these words. It is about “The hope of the resurrection” for all Christians who 
have died (14 …., God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus). So this is about all 
Christians of all ages in its diversity (all 7 churches) and not only the Philadelphia ones.  
Further it is a describing of the transition into heaven (not the spiritual Kingdom) of both 
who have died and those alive when the Lord returns. This rapture, which definitely will 
take place, is not for some special “super Philadelphia Christians”, and it is not a “silent 
left behind”. No it will be a majestic happening with a shout of the Lord, with the voice of 
an archangel, with the trumpet of God and the dead in Christ will rise first. The context of 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 is not about protection (as in Revelation 3:10), it is comforting 
us concerning those (dead in Christ!) who have fallen asleep.  
 
11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your 
crown (Revelation 3:11). This is an encouragement to the church of Philadelphia and us 
to hold on to His second coming. If we don’t hold on in the meantime the enemy will take 
away our crown. This crown is the crown for Kingdom people who are reigning with Christ 
starting from the resurrection (the victory) until His second coming. 
 
12 He who overcomes (who is victorious), I will make him a pillar in the temple of My 
God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name 
of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My 
God. And I will write on him My new name (Revelation 3:12). This all starts in the 
(spiritual) Kingdom here on earth, for the new Jerusalem came down with Jesus first 
coming starting as a spiritual kingdom (Revelation 21:2-3). “I will make him a pillar in 
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the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more”: This is a guarantee for the 
transition of the spiritual Kingdom on earth to the Kingdom in its full glory at Jesus 
second coming. 
 
20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I 
will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me (as friends). 21 To him who 
overcomes (who is victorious) I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame 
and sat down with My Father on His throne (Revelation 3:20-21). The church of Laodicea 
is receiving the most powerful promises which they can use in the spiritual Kingdom. 
First Jesus wants to share a meal with them as friends, you know to discuss the plans 
and things to do as friends and partners. And then after setting the targets together they 
will sit with Him on His throne in the spiritual Kingdom to fulfil the plans together and see 
them realised in the seen (natural) world. And they will be victorious. This reminds me 
following: They are like trees planted along the riverbank, bearing fruit each season 
without fail. Their leaves never wither, and in all they do, they prosper (Psalm 1:3). 
 
Some more words regarding judgment after the rapture. Those who believe the rapture 
is only for the true believers (the Philadelphia ones) are referring to 2 Corinthians 5:10 
and 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 regarding their judgment. I would like to add some comment 
on this. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 
receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad 
(2 Corinthians 5:10). We must all appear to be judged. But what has to be judged. Lets 
first have a look at the next verses and keep this question in mind. 11 For no other 
foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone 
builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each 
one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by 
fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he 
has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will 
suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire (1 Corinthians 3:11-15). 
Judgment in the book of Revelation is all about bringing everyone under His feet as 
written “As I live says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall 
confess to God, OUR GOD REIGNS”. This is the blood of Christ, the only reason for our 
salvation (both in the OT and NT). Here in Corinthians it is about judgment of only our 
works.  

 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11). Our salvation only because of His blood, not a single 
foundation in us! The same treatment for everyone, for all seven churches. 

 15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet 
so as through fire (1 Corinthians 3:15). We are all saved, even those who’s work 
hasn’t have any value! They are barely escaping. The only difference is that there 
is an extra or different or special reward for those who’s work can stand the fire. 

 
5.3 Revelation 4 (The Throne room and worship in Heaven). 
1 After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first 
voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I 
will show you things which must take place after this.” (Revelation 4:1). John was taken 
to another place in heaven to receive more information. As mentioned earlier “after this” 
refers to period 3 as mentioned in Revelation 1:19. These things will happen from the 
resurrection of Christ until eternity. The kingdom of God is progressively extended over 
the whole world until all of the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of God. 
(Revelation 4-22).  
 
4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four 
elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads 
(Revelation 4:4). First I have to explain following: there are three stages who are 
following after each other: 1. People of Israel in the old testament representing Gods 
people (His Kingdom) 2. Gentiles in the new testament representing Gods people (His 
Kingdom) with Israel as an example 3. Heaven (His Kingdom). So there is a red line and 
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things are interconnected (for instance the tabernacle in the old testament is transferring 
in the new testament in we are his temple (tabernacle), which is a shadow of heaven 
(Tabernacle)) . Who are these 24 elders? Because there were 12 tribes of Israel in the 
Old Testament and 12 apostles in the New Testament, the 24 elders in this vision 
probably represent all the redeemed of God for all time.  
 
6 Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, 
and around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back. 7 The 
first living creature was like a lion, the second living creature like a calf, the third living 
creature had a face like a man, and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle. 8 
The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And 
they do not rest day or night, saying:  “ Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was 
and is and is to come!” (Revelation 4:6-8). These 4 living beings are also representatives 
of God’s people of all ages. This could be explained as how the people of Israel were 
grouped around the tabernacle in the old testament: 1. three tribes on the east side 
under the banner of Judah, which is the Lion 2. three tribes on the south under the 
banner of Ruben, which is the human 3. three tribes in the North under the banner of 
Dan, which is the flying eagle 4. three tribes on the Westside under the banner of 
Ephraim. Four times three. Remarkable is they are saying “who is (still) to come.”  So 
this means that representatives of the church on earth are in heaven before Jesus second 
coming! Well, this is correct for we will see that those who bow down for the King of 
Kings are immediately in heaven (the spiritual Kingdom on earth) as written: 43 And 
Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” (Luke 
23:43). 
 
5.4 Revelation 5 (Jesus is worthy to open the book). 
1 And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on 
the back, sealed with seven seals. 2 Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud 
voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven 
or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it. 4 So I wept 
much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it. 5 
But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.” 
(Revelation 5:1-3). Judgment has to be done, but no one in heaven or on earth is able to 
pay the price, except for the blood of the Lamb. Judgment is often related to fear, but 
Hallelujah, with the opening of the scroll the judgment of the earth starts and Jesus is 
leading, and He will judge fairly! Another remarkable thing: the representative of the 
church on earth (one of the elders) is the one who recognise our mediator in heaven. 
 
6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, 
and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven 
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth 
(Revelation 5:6). Amazing he! John is seeing Jesus standing between the throne (Father) 
and the 4 living beings and the 24 elders (the church). Have a look at our mediator Jesus 
Christ between us and the Father to set things right!! Because the Lamb is standing here 
as mediator between the Father and both the 24 elders and 4 living beings the 4 living 
beings are probably humans and not angels because angels don’t need a mediator.  
 
7 Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne 
(Revelation 5:7). So, the Father has prepared the judgement as written in the scroll and 
Jesus is taking the scroll out of the Fathers hands to start with the judging. So the Father 
is holding the scroll (judgment) in His right hand and we saw in Revelation 1:16 that the 
Son of Man (Jesus) is holding the seven stars (angels of the seven churches) in His right 
hand. Lucky us that Jesus is holding the church in His right and not the Father, otherwise 
the judgment of the Father should came on us. Thanks Jesus for your blood and being 
our mediator!! 
 



Inside the book of Revelation, Alive Ministries South Africa 
 
 

 
 

16

8 Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders 
fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which 
are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: “ You are worthy to 
take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God 
by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 10 And have made us 
kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.” (Revelation 5:8-10).  
Our prayers are not in vain and are used to be mixed with the praise and worship of the 
24 elders and the 4 living beings. So before the scroll is opened (before the judgement 
starts) John is stating following: The blood of the Lam has caused them (people for God 
from every tribe and language and people and nation) to become  a Kingdom of priests 
for our God. And they will reign on the earth. So now come with me to following: With 
Jesus first coming the Kingdom came to the earth. For what reason? To judge. When is 
this Kingdom of Jesus ready (to be handed over to the Father)? When every (worldly) 
ruler and authority and power has been destroyed (1 Corinthians 15:24). That is His 
purpose, to bring everything under His feet. We, the NT church, starting from the 
resurrection of Christ are already under His authority, for He is our King. For this reason 
Revelation 5:10 gives those (the whole NT church) the privilege to become a Kingdom of 
priests for God and to reign on the earth!! Once you give your live to Jesus you are 
entering the spiritual Kingdom!! 
 
11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living 
creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice: “ Worthy is the Lamb 
who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and 
glory and blessing!” (Revelation 5:11-12). In this chapter 5 of the book Revelation it is 
going to a climax: 1. the church (24 elders + 4 living beings) are praising the Lamb and 
gaining the victory and the Kingdom. 2. the angels (who never lost their status) are 
praising and are happy about the victory.  3. 13 And every creature which is in heaven 
and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in 
them, I heard saying: ….(Revelation 5:13). The whole universe will finally praise Him 
(every knee will bow). The sea is not the sea (the waters) as we know them but a 
spiritual place of the devil, for there is written “the sea will give its death and not the 
earth will give its death” This is also stated in Revelation 21:1 “Then I saw a new heaven 
and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had disappeared. And the sea was 
also gone. On the new heaven and earth there is no more place for the spiritual kingdom 
of darkness (And the sea was also gone). 
 
5.5 Revelation 6 (Gods army is arrayed for battle). 
1 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four living 
creatures saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.” 2 And I looked, and behold, a 
white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out 
conquering and to conquer (Revelation 6:1-2). Four horses appear as the first four seals 
are opened. All horses are related to judgement. The white horse must be Jesus (see 
also Revelation 19:11 “Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He 
who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes 
war”.), He is judging righteousness, He is white, wearing a crown (king), makes war and 
conquers. Jesus gained the victory at the resurrection 2000 years ago, took position on 
His throne in the (spiritual) Kingdom and makes war (until every enemy is under His 
feet). Satan was put on the earth at that moment, out of heaven and was not able to 
accuse us anymore. Why are the four living beings each call or order each of those four 
horses? In Revelation 4:6 we saw those 4 living beings are representing the church of all 
ages. So this is the cooperation between Jesus and His church in the spiritual Kingdom. 
This is reigning with Him and bringing together with Him the Judgment on the earth, but 
also a call for longing for judgement from the church. 
 
3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, “Come and 
see.” 4 Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it to 
take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another; and there was given 



Inside the book of Revelation, Alive Ministries South Africa 
 
 

 
 

17

to him a great sword (Revelation 6:3-4). The four horses are part of the unfolding 
judgment and this horse is bringing warfare and bloodshed on the earth, a huge conflict 
on earth. 
 
5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come and see.” 
So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his 
hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of 
wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil 
and the wine.” (Revelation 6:5-6). These horse will bring famine on the earth and the 
high prices of wheat and barley illustrate famine conditions.  
 
7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, 
“Come and see.” 8 So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat 
on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given to them over a 
fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the 
earth (Revelation 6:7-8). The judgment is going to a climax, Death and the Grave 
(Hades). A widespread death on earth. After opening the fourth seal all horses has taken 
their positions before the battle begins. The warriors were arrayed and waiting for the 
call to action. This waiting is confirmed when we read about the fifth seal being broken in 
verse 9. 
 
9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been 
slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. 10 And they cried with a 
loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our 
blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; 
and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number 
of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was 
completed (Revelation 6:9-11). Put yourself in John’s position in heaven. The four horses 
took their positions to prepare for battle. Those who had been martyred for their faith 
saw this and they immediately wondered if it was the time that their blood would be 
avenged. God would be answering the prayers of His saints when He released His 
judgments. In anticipation, the saints cried out, but they were told to wait just a little 
longer, even though the battle was impending. 
 
12 I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; 
and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood. 13 And 
the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a 
mighty wind. 14 Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain 
and island was moved out of its place (Revelation 6:12-14). This is apocalyptic language 
referring to the spiritual authorities who rule like the sun, moon, and stars rule the 
heavens. In this passage we see these authorities being shaken by the presence of God, 
Who is about to exercise His authority to judge His enemies. As we explained earlier, the 
sun, moon, and stars frequently were used to refer to governing authorities. When 
governing authorities were removed or diminished, the sun, moon, or stars were said to 
fall or darken. The apocalyptic reference to earthquakes meant that God was intervening 
and acting in judgment to remove established authorities an replace them with His 
authority. For example, the writer of Hebrews tells us: 26 whose voice then shook the 
earth; but now He has promised, saying, “Yet once more I shake not only the earth, but 
also heaven.” 27 Now this, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of those things that are 
being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may 
remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us 
have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 29 For 
our God is a consuming fire (Hebrews 12:26-28). In light of such promises we should see 
the earthquake that began with the breaking of the sixth seal as God shaking present 
authorities and establishing His own authorities within His Kingdom. 
 
15 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty 
men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the 
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mountains, 16 and said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face 
of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of 
His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” (Revelation 6:15-17). In His glorious 
presence and the presence of His power, the authorities of the earth were struck with 
terror. They could see that judgment and war were about to begin.  
 
Now put all of this in its proper time frame. Two thousand years ago, Jesus ascended into 
heaven. The Father spoke to His son: “ Sit at My right hand,  35 Till I make Your enemies 
Your footstool.” (Acts 2:34-25). John was up in the throne room to witness the fulfilment 
of God’s promise to His Son. The decrees of God were about to be released. The war was 
about to begin.  
 
5.6 Revelation 7 (Judgment of the Jews, sealing of the 144,000, the Kingdom). 
Judgment began with the house of God. In this context, we are speaking of God’s Old 
Testament people, the Jews. As Paul warned: 9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul of 
man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek (Romans 2:9). It is the way of 
God to first judge His own people before judging the world (see also 1 Peter 4:17). We 
see this also with the rapture, for after the rapture His own people will judge with Him 
those who didn’t bow down for the King of Kings. Several times Jesus declared the 
destruction about to come upon Jerusalem and the Jewish Temple:  

 35 that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood 
of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you 
murdered between the temple and the altar. 36 Assuredly, I say to you, all these 
things will come upon this generation. 37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who 
kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to 
gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but 
you were not willing! 38 See! Your house is left to you desolate (Matthew 23:38-
38). Well, all these things will come upon this generation, their house is left to 
them desolate. 

 20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its 
desolation is near (Luke 21:20). 

 24 And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all 
nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles 
are fulfilled (Luke 21:24). 

 
In chapter 1 we discussed the Jewish holocaust of A.D. 70.  
 
 1 After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding 
the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on 
any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the 
living God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to 
harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till 
we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” (Revelation 7:1-3). God’s 
righteous people will be preserved (protected). No judgement before my righteous 
people are secure. This seal is the exact opposite of the mark of the beast explained in 
Revelation 13:16 (owned by God or owned by Satan).  
 
4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and forty-four 
thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed:… (Revelation 7:4). Before 
the judgment began, God sealed a number of Israelites so a remnant would remain alive 
after the holocaust of A.D. 70. This marking would have been understood by the Jewish 
readers of that period as God’s mark of protection. As blood was placed on the doorpost 
of the homes of the Hebrews to protect them from the death angel at the first Passover 
in Egypt (Exodus 12), so also a number of the Israelites were marked by God so that a 
remnant would be spared from the slaughter. The seal is not to understand as a 
physically visible mark, but rather that God knew those who were His. There may have 
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been exactly 144,000 children of Israel protected from the destruction, but it can also be 
understood as a significant number from each tribe.  
 
As we go on to discuss the war, we will see it as a spiritual war that has catastrophic 
effects in the natural world. John is up in the throne room of God and watching spiritual 
dynamics that will also impact this world in natural ways. To see how spiritual dynamics 
relate to natural consequences, consider how the prophet Elisha and his servants once 
became surrounded by enemy soldiers. When Elisha prayed for his servant’s eyes to be 
opened to the spiritual world, …..and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of 
horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha (2 Kings 6:17). This story is enlightening 
concerning how the spiritual realm appears to the one who can see into that realm. 
Concerning Elisha and his servant’s vision it is difficult to say whether horses and chariots 
actually existed in the spiritual world or if the horses and chariots that they saw 
represented the power of God that was available to defend them. There are true 
messages behind spiritual images, but the images are merely a form of communication. 
It is with this understanding that we must examine the visions throughout the book of 
Revelation. One last example regarding this: Consider the death of Herod as recorded 23 
Then immediately an angel of the Lord struck him, because he did not give glory to God. 
And he was eaten by worms and died (Acts 12:23). In the spiritual realm an angel struck 
Herod. In the natural realm he died and was eaten by worms. It is with this frame in 
mind that we must consider the judgments released in the book of Revelation.  
 
9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, 
of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with 
a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb! (Revelation 7:9-10). Well, in verse four we have seen, first the Jew (144,000) and 
now will follow the Greek (the rest), a great multitude. 
 
11 All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and 
fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: “ Amen! Blessing and 
glory and wisdom, Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, Be to our God forever 
and ever. Amen.” (Revelation 7:11-12). Amazing he, it is going to a crescendo. the 
angels were so happy for us humans too see our salvation, for the angels themselves 
don’t need salvation. They say Amen! 
 
13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed in white 
robes, and where did they come from?” 14 And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” So he said 
to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb (Revelation 7:13-14). This is a very 
strange situation and question. One of the elders (representatives of the church) is 
asking John: “Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?” 
This is all about the confusion about the Kingdom. Let me explain to you. The Jewish 
didn’t recognised the Kingdom as written “But many Israelites—those for whom the 
Kingdom was prepared—will be thrown into outer darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 8:12). A (big) part of the church is also not 
understanding the Kingdom. Jesus says to the people: For the Kingdom of God is already 
among you. [ Or is within you, or is in your grasp.] (Luke 17:21), but It is written “Jesus 
answered, My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom (John 18:36)”, this earth is not your 
final destination. It is heaven starting on earth, NOW! The spiritual Kingdom is mend for 
you, it is in your grasp. In Christ heaven and earth are reconciled, became one (2 
Corinthians 5:19). Take it, enter the spiritual Kingdom! So both who died already on this 
earth are in the spiritual Kingdom and those who are still alive on this earth (who still 
have an earthly body of flesh) are in the spiritual Kingdom on earth (heaven and earth 
are reconciled in Christ). Good question of one of those elders, this has to be explained. 
Revelation 7:13-14 is the introduction to the next verses 15-17 were the Kingdom is 
explained. 
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15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His 
temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 16 They shall neither 
hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17 for 
the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living 
fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (Revelation 
7:15-17). Lets first have a look at Ephesians 2: 19 Now, therefore, you are no longer 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being 
fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built 
together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit (Ephesians 2:19-22). We (who are still 
alive on this earth) are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 
God! In Christ the whole building, is being fitted together, grows into a holy temple of the 
Lord. Heaven and earth are reconciled. So, Revelation 7:15-17 is the Kingdom for both 
those who already died (lost their earthly body) and those who are still alive on this 
earth. For those kingdom people who are still alive on this earth following is applicable:  

 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His 
temple. We are seated with Him in heavenly places (Ephesians 2:6). We are 
already before His throne and serving Him in His Temple. 

 And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. When did Jesus came to sit 
on His throne and dwell among men? 2000 years ago when the Kingdom started. 

 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them 
to living fountains of waters. Why do we need shelter in our eternal home, to be 
protected, for everything is already sorted out? This is the protection in the 
(spiritual) Kingdom here on earth for those who are still in their earthly body. This 
is during our life on earth, living our lives in the spiritual Kingdom, to guide us and 
feed us with living water. Why should our tears be wiped away in our eternal 
home, for everything is already sorted out? Because this place is the (spiritual) 
Kingdom on earth and on earth unfortunately we will have tears. So, these verses 
are a description of heaven starting on earth, Now.  

 
The Kingdom, for both those with or without an earthly body! 
 
5.7 Revelation 8 (Trumpets blow, the war begins). 
1 When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour 
(Revelation 8:1). The Lamb broke the seventh and final seal. It was the calm before the 
storm. The stage was set; the war was about to begin. The strategy of God to take over 
this world was about to be executed.  
 
2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven 
trumpets. 3 Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He 
was given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon 
the golden altar which was before the throne. 4 And the smoke of the incense, with the 
prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel’s hand. 5 Then the angel took 
the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And there were 
noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake. 6 So the seven angels who had the 
seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound (Revelation 8:2-6). The prayers of the 
saints are working out now in judgment. The trumpet judgements, like the seal 
judgments are only partial. God’s final and complete judgment has not yet come. This is 
the prelude to the seven trumpets.  
 
Before we go on, we need to look carefully at who was at the receiving end of this 
judgment and destruction. I am making the case that judgment began first with God’s 
people, the Jews. In chapter 8 through 11 of the book Revelation, in some translations 
there is an unfortunate translation of the Greek word “ge”. This word may be translated 
as “earth”, “ground”, or “land”. In the rest of the New testament, we learn that in most 
versions the word “ge” is translated as “land”. To be consistent we apply this in the book 
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of Revelation. So, when John used the term “ge” in Revelation chapters 8 through 11, he 
was referring to the land once promised to the Jews rather then the whole earth. 
 
 
So also Revelation 8:8-13 tells us about the second through fourth angels sounding their 
trumpets and releasing destruction; That destruction was upon the Land of Israel in the 
first century. To see this, we must realize (again) that John was in heaven watching a 
spiritual war that had consequences on this natural earth. When John saw stars falling, 
along with the sun and moon darkening, he was seeing the judgments of God coming 
upon authorities that had previously been ruling over Israel. Spiritual authorities were 
being judged, and, as a consequence, natural authorities were losing their positions of 
authority. Indeed, rulers were removed from their positions as hundreds of thousands of 
Jews suffered and died when these spiritual dynamics occurred in the spiritual realm. 
 
13 And I looked, and I heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a 
loud voice, “Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth (to all who belong to this 
world), because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about 
to sound!” (Revelation 8:13). This is interesting. It is “woe”, which means terror to all 
who belong to this world. The faithful ones don’t belong to this world. So, these terror is 
not meant for the faithful ones. So, no fear based end-time scenario for those who are in 
Christ. 
 
5.8 Revelation 9 (Locusts from bottomless pit, Angels from the Euphrates). 
 1 Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen from heaven to the earth. To him 
was given the key to the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke 
arose out of the pit like the smoke of a great furnace. So the sun and the air were 
darkened because of the smoke of the pit. 3 Then out of the smoke locusts came upon 
the earth. And to them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 4 
They were commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any 
tree, but only those men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 5 And they 
were not given authority to kill them, but to torment them for five months. Their torment 
was like the torment of a scorpion when it strikes a man. 6 In those days men will seek 
death and will not find it; they will desire to die, and death will flee from them 
(Revelation 9:1-6). When Jesus took the victory Satan, the star, has fallen from heaven 
and he was not able to accuse us anymore. Satan and his demons are now allowed to 
torment for a little while (five months), but not those who have the seal of God on there 
forehead (grass, green plants and the trees). This is interesting, for this is the first 
plague coming from Satan, and it is only for the unbelievers! So God is allowing Satan 
only to torment his own 666 people and for a short period! The bottomless pit (Abyss) is 
not Hell but a kind of prison for demons. Have also a look at verse 3: “And to them was 
given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.” Compare this with following: 
Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the 
power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you (Luke 10:19). Again, we 
are protected against the enemy. Cool he! Well, this was the fifth trumpet. Two more to 
come.  
 
13 Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden 
altar which is before God, 14 saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the 
four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” Revelation 9:13-14). The sixth 
angel of God is releasing four angels of Satan, so God is in control. This is the second 
plague coming from Satan in the book of Revelation. The river Euphrates stands for 
Babylon, for this river is in the land Babylon and water in Revelation stands for spiritual 
places of Satan. 
 
15 So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, 
were released to kill a third of mankind. 20 But the rest of mankind, who were not killed 
by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, that they should not 
worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see 
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nor hear nor walk. 21 And they did not repent of their murders or their sorceries or their 
sexual immorality or their thefts. (Revelation 9:15,20-21). Well, as mentioned these 
plaques came from Satan under control of God. Of course as we have seen things from 
Satan are coming from Babylon. It is more than coincidence that general Titus used four 
legions in his war against Jerusalem in A.D. 70. Those four legions had been quartered in 
the region of the Euphrates before the great war. They slaughtered one third of the Jews. 
This, however, was not the end of the war. John notes how the rest of the people still 
alive did not repent of their sins. Hence, judgment would continue as he recorded in the 
chapters that follow.  
 
5.9 Revelation 10 (Little book, announcement final judgment). 
 1 I saw still another mighty angel coming down from heaven, clothed with a cloud. And a 
rainbow was on his head, his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire. 2 He 
had a little book open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea and his left foot on 
the land, 3 and cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars. When he cried out, seven 
thunders uttered their voices. 4 Now when the seven thunders uttered their voices, I was 
about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Seal up the things which 
the seven thunders uttered, and do not write them.” 5 The angel whom I saw standing on 
the sea and on the land raised up his hand to heaven 6 and swore by Him who lives 
forever and ever, who created heaven and the things that are in it, the earth and the 
things that are in it, and the sea and the things that are in it, that there should be delay 
no longer, 7 but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, when he is about to 
sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the 
prophets (Revelation 10:1-7). This is the announcement of the final judgment. The sea 
and the land are representing resp. the whole community who still not bowed down for 
Jesus (sea is the spiritual place for Satan and his daemons and the land is the place 
where the humans are living). Lets have a look at verse 4: “Seal up the things which the 
seven thunders uttered, and do not write them. Throughout the history people have 
wanted to know what would happen in the future, and God reveals some of it in this 
book. But John was stopped from revealing certain parts of his vision (see also Daniel 
12:9). In our desire to be ready for the end, we must not place more emphasis on 
speculation about the last days than on living for God while we wait. 
 
8 Then the voice which I heard from heaven spoke to me again and said, “Go, take the 
little book which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the 
earth.” 9 So I went to the angel and said to him, “Give me the little book.” And he said to 
me, “Take and eat it; and it will make your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as 
honey in your mouth.” 10 Then I took the little book out of the angel’s hand and ate it, 
and it was as sweet as honey in my mouth. But when I had eaten it, my stomach became 
bitter. 11 And he said to me, “You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, 
tongues, and kings.” (Revelation 10:8-11). In Ezekiel 3 Ezekiel was eating also a scroll 
with judgments against the nation of Israel. This is similar, a judgment against those 
who belong to this world. This is sweet for us as believers because it brings 
encouragement, but it sours our stomach because of the coming judgment we must 
pronounce on unbelievers.  
 
5.10 Revelation 11 (The Jewish Temple is destroyed). 
1 Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, saying, “Rise and 
measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship there. 2 But leave out the 
court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, for it has been given to the 
Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two months (Revelation 
11:1-2). In Ezekiel 40:3 we see similar words spoken by Ezekiel regarding the renewed 
temple after the return out of captivity and restoration. Revelation 11:2 tells of the city 
of Jerusalem being destroyed. Vespasian was commissioned by Nero in February of A.D. 
67, and the city fell in August of A.D. 70. Indeed, the war against the Jews in Jerusalem 
lasted exactly forty-two months (1260 days). John was given a measuring rod and told to 
measure the actual Temple in Jerusalem, because he was told to measure it before it was 
trampled underfoot by the gentiles (verse 2). So, the Temple in Jerusalem must have still 
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been in existence when John wrote the book of Revelation. God wants the Temple to 
remain in ruins as Jesus declared: See! Your house is left to you desolate (Matthew 
23:38). Again, we can point out that the desolation was significant in the fact that we no 
longer need the Temple, nor the Jewish high priest, nor the animal sacrifices that were 
carried out in that Temple. The ultimate sacrifice had been made, which put an end to all 
other sacrifices.  
 
3 And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two 
hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” (Revelation 11:3). Two witnesses appear, 
they are clothed in sackcloth (message of mourning and judgment), and they will 
prophesy during those period of 42 month, which is exactly 1260 days. These two 
witnesses are representing the “Law” and the “Prophets” through Moses and Elijah as the 
personification of the Law and the Prophets. We must see here the voice of God, which 
Moses and Elijah brought into the world. The Law and the Prophets were witnesses 
against the Jewish people. The Jews had been unfaithful in their covenant with God, and 
therefore, judgment was coming upon them. Under Mosaic law, two witnesses were 
required before a person could be put to death. These two witnesses were present in 
Jerusalem, witnessing the impending destruction. Some next verses are stating this role 
of “Moses” and “Elijah”: “Jesus replied, “Elijah is indeed coming first to get everything 
ready (Matthew 17:11)”. “Well then, who are you?” they asked. “Are you Elijah?”  “No,” 
he replied.  “Are you the Prophet (Moses) we are expecting?”  “No.” (John 1:21).   “Peter 
exclaimed, “Lord, it’s wonderful for us to be here! If you want, I’ll make three shelters as 
memorials—one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” (Matthew 17:4). The last one 
about Moses: “But even Michael, one of the mightiest of the angels, did not dare accuse 
the devil of blasphemy, but simply said, “The Lord rebuke you!” (This took place when 
Michael was arguing with the devil about Moses’ body.) (Jude 1:9). 
 
6 These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; 
and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all 
plagues, as often as they desire (Revelation 11:6). To any Jewish person reading this, 
there would have been an immediate association with Elijah and Moses. Elijah was the 
one who shut up the skies so it would not rain. Moses is the one who struck the waters 
and turned them into blood. Moses also is the one who released plagues.  
 
10 And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, make merry, and send gifts 
to one another, because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth 
(Revelation 11:10). John explained how a beast (who we will later show is the spiritual 
power behind a Roman emperor) made war with the witnesses and killed them, Their 
bodies laid in the street of Jerusalem, and the people rejoiced. When Jerusalem was 
destroyed by the Roman army, it appeared that everything in which the Jews had put 
their trust failed. All had ended. How could they ever rise again? It seemed impossible. 
 
11 Now after the three-and-a-half days the breath of life from God entered them, and 
they stood on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. 12 And they heard a 
loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” And they ascended to heaven in 
a cloud, and their enemies saw them. 13 In the same hour there was a great earthquake, 
and a tenth of the city fell. In the earthquake seven thousand people were killed, and the 
rest were afraid and gave glory to the God of heaven. 14 The second woe is past. Behold, 
the third woe is coming quickly (Revelation 11:11-14). The law and the prophets were 
also the authoritative witnesses of the early Church. As Christians witnessed to the Jews 
about Jesus Christ, they did not have a New Testament from which to preach. They 
spoke from the law and the prophets, convincing many that Jesus was the Christ. Again, 
we see how the law and the prophets were sounding through the streets of Jerusalem. 
The voice of the law rose again. Next verse is even more precisely explaining the role of 
the law in the N.T: 3 clearly you are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not 
with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, 
that is, of the heart (2 Corinthians 3:3).  The law is written in our hearts, fulfilled by the 
love of Christ and for us a guideline we thankfully use to live in obedience. The law is not 
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our accuser anymore, we are free through the blood of Christ. By the blood of Christ both 
our accusers the law and Satan has been disarmed. The blood of Christ replaced the law 
(accuser) and Satan was thrown out of heaven not able to accuse us there anymore. As 
we have discussed before, in apocalyptic language earthquakes represented a demolition 
or transfer of authority. Indeed, two witnesses were taken to heaven, but the law and 
the prophets continued to sound through the Church. The voices of the two witnesses 
were transferred to the Church, and hence, they continue even today. Another 
interesting thing is seen in this story: Jesus was 3 days in the grave and after being risen 
He took the victory forever. Satan in this particular story took the victory for 3 days and 
has been defeated forever. Satan is humiliated here in front of all his servants. Now the 
third terror (for the unfaithful ones) is at hand (coming quickly) and the seventh trumpet 
will sound. 
 
15 Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The 
kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He 
shall reign forever and ever!” 16 And the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their 
thrones fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: “ We give You thanks, O Lord 
God Almighty, The One who is and who was and who is to come, Because You have 
taken Your great power and reigned. 18 The nations were angry, and Your wrath has 
come, And the time of the dead, that they should be judged, And that You should reward 
Your servants the prophets and the saints, And those who fear Your name, small and 
great, And should destroy those who destroy the earth.” (Revelation 11:15-18). 
Hallelujah!! 2000 years ago “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever! The new area has begun, 
step by step the world will become the Kingdom of our Lord, until every power and 
authority is under His feet! “ We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The One who is 
and who was and who is to come, Because You have taken Your great power and 
reigned. What a tremendous tribulation and war was necessary to achieve this crucial 
changing point in human history. The enemy has been defeated by His blood and our 
testimony.  
 
19 Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen 
in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great 
hail (Revelation 11:19). God has replaced the Temple on earth with a new temple in 
heaven. The significance of this event can be realized when we recognise that earlier in 
chapter 11 of Revelation the Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed. The old Temple was 
gone. A new Temple was opened. The lighting, thunder, earthquake, and hailstorm mark 
the changing of authorities. There was a new High Priest in the new Temple. Heaven 
came on earth, starting as a spiritual Kingdom as written:  2 Then I, John, saw the holy 
city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle 
of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God 
Himself will be with them and be their God (Revelation 21:2-3). 
 
5.11 Revelation 12 (The woman, the Child and the dragon). 
As we have seen the Kingdom of God, with Jesus as King came down to the earth and 
started to take over all the earthly kingdoms. Since the day Jesus sat down on His 
throne, 2000 years ago, the Father has been actively subduing enemies and establishing 
the reign of His son. After the kingdom had been taken away from the Jews (Matthew 
8:12), God dealt with the Roman empire. As we learned earlier when we studied Daniel 
chapter two, the Kingdom of God was to crush the Roman empire and then continue to 
grow until it fills the earth. It is this understanding that we must carry into our study of 
revelation. As we continue our study we should expect to see all of the enemies of our 
Lord subdued, but in particular we should expect to see the Roman empire subdued as 
Daniel prophesied. This sets the stage for understanding Revelation 12 through 14, 
where the next sets of judgments lead to the destruction of Rome in A.D. 410 and the fall 
of the Roman Empire in A.D. 476. 
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1 Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon 
under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars. 2 Then being with child, she 
cried out in labor and in pain to give birth (Revelation 12:1-2). Lets first identify the 
child. We are told: 5 She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. 
And her Child was caught up to God and His throne (Revelation 12:5). Several times in 
the book of Revelation Jesus Christ is described as the One who is to rule the nations 
with a rod of iron (see also Revelation 19:11-15). From verses like this we know that 
Jesus is the Male Child who was destined to rule the nations with a rod of iron (not in 
tyranny but firmness). Jesus does not rule alone. His bride is being raised to rule with 
Him. Throughout the book of Revelation we can read of this raising and maturing of 
God’s people occurring simultaneously with the judgments of God being released. In 
several passages we are told that those who overcome will rule with Jesus (Revelation 
2:26-27, 21:2). So, Jesus is the Male Child, but who then is the woman? Well, we must 
think in spiritual terms. To identify the concept of spiritual father or mother, consider 
how Jesus talked critically of the Jewish religious leaders: 44 You are of your father the 
devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it (John 
8:44). The devil was not literally their father, rather Jesus was speaking of how their 
thoughts, motivations, and desires were being birthed by the devil. Another example: 6 
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit (john 
3:6). It is in this sense of being born that we must understand the spiritual dynamics of a 
father or mother. Hence, when we read of a mother giving birth to the Male Child, we see 
this mother throughout the ages. In the garden of Eden, God promised Eve that her seed 
would crush Satan’s head (Genesis 3:15). He promised to Abraham that his seed – that 
is, Jesus – would become a blessing to all earth (Galatians 3:16). To David, God 
promised that one of his descendants would establish a kingdom that would endure 
forever (1 Chronicles 17:11-12). To the Jewish people, He repeatedly promised that a 
Messiah would come forth from them. Finally Mary did indeed give birth to the Son (Male 
Child). Who then is this mother who gave birth to Jesus? It is God’s heart, His promises 
being received by God’s people.  
 
3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven 
heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 4 His tail drew a third of the stars 
of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who 
was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born (Revelation 12:3-4). 
As we have seen Satan and one third of his demons have been thrown out of heaven 
when Jesus took the victory. This red dragon is the personification of Satan and it is 
Herod. Herod tried to kill Jesus at His birth acting under the Roman government. Herod 
reasoned that he must stop the birth of the One who threatened the throne. The seven 
heads and 10 horns of the dragon represent seven and ten ruling authorities within the 
Roman empire (See also Daniel 7:24 and Revelation 17:12 where the then horns are 
explained as 10 kings). As we study history, we learn of an amazing correspondence 
between the leaders of the Roman empire and the seven heads and 10 horns mentioned 
in Revelation. There were seven Caesars over the Roman empire (seven heads). We also 
know that the Roman empire was divided into 10 provinces with 10 kings governing 
those provinces (10 horns).  
 
6 Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that 
they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days (Revelation 12:6). 
The woman, as mentioned represents God’s faithful ones. Indeed the faithful ones got a 
save place to flee (mountain) during the 1260 days (42 months) of the duration of the 
destruction of Jerusalem (Revelation 11:2).  
 
7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the 
dragon and his angels fought, 8 but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them 
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in heaven any longer. 9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the 
Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels 
were cast out with him (Revelation 12:7-9). This is not about the red dragon (Herod), 
but the great dragon (Satan). He lost the battle when Jesus took the victory. It is 
interesting the role of all parties. Jesus took the victory by shedding His blood and rising 
from the death. Here the angles did their job and threw Satan out of heaven. So the 
angels are playing an important role in the spiritual warfare. 
 
10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our 
brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down 
(Revelation 12:10). Satan had the legal rights to accuse us, before Jesus took the 
victory. This came finally to an end. Therefore Jesus preached in the Hades and took 
prisoners with Him when he descend to heaven. They were waiting there (on the good 
side of the Hades) to be freed from the accuser. It’s also interesting to see how Satan 
was able before to accuse us and to enter heavenly places: 6 Now there was a day when 
the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came 
among them. 7 And the LORD said to Satan, “From where do you come?” So Satan 
answered the LORD and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking 
back and forth on it.” 8 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant 
Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who 
fears God and shuns evil?” 9 So Satan answered the LORD and said, “Does Job fear God 
for nothing? 10 Have You not made a hedge around him, around his household, and 
around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his 
possessions have increased in the land. 11 But now, stretch out Your hand and touch all 
that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your face!” 12 And the LORD said to Satan, 
“Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person.” So Satan 
went out from the presence of the LORD. (Job 1:6-12). 
 
11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, 
and they did not love their lives to the death. (Revelation 12:11). Have again a look at 
the role-play. Jesus took His part, in verse 7 we saw the angels took their part, and here 
comes our testimony and endurance. 
 
12 Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of 
the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because 
he knows that he has a short time.” (Revelation 12:12). There is a big party in heaven. 
There will be terror for those who belong to this earth (not the faithful ones, for they are 
inhabitants of the Kingdom) and the sea (the spiritual place for Satan and his demons). 
This is interesting. Who is attacking who here? Satan came in great wrath, knowing he 
has a short time, to torment you. And who is this “you” in this verse? The inhabitants of 
the earth and the sea (the unfaithful ones and his own demons). Are you still with me? 
How many Christians are saying: 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the 
devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour (1 Peter 5:8). But this 
is against his own 666 people (see also the explanation of Revelation 9:1-6). Those who 
are living in the Kingdom are protected, Satan is not even targeting those with the mark 
of Christ’s blood in Revelation 12:12. Live in the Kingdom! Jesus says: 18 I counsel you to 
buy from eye salve; …. and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see 
(Revelation 3:18). Open your Eyes, Satan is the biggest liar. You are save and free in the 
(spiritual) Kingdom here on earth. Satan is not even trying to attack you, if you live in 
the Kingdom, if you make the Kingdom your primary concern (Matthew 6:32-33). Of 
course all of this is a steady growing process into maturity. Let me explain this to you: 
The Kingdom of God came 2000 years ago into this world, took the victory by Christ, and 
finally when every ruler and power is under His feet, Jesus will return and we are in a 
100% mature Kingdom here on earth. So the Kingdom of God is steadily gaining and 
growing. In contrast we see the influence of Satan decreasing, he is steadily losing 
territory. We can apply this process also in our personal lives. 
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13 Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the 
woman who gave birth to the male Child. 14 But the woman was given two wings of a 
great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished 
for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent (Revelation 
12:13-14). The fight between the woman (Church) and the dragon is already described 
in Genesis: 15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed 
and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” (Genesis 3:15).  
What about “a time and times and half a time”. This timeframe is also mentioned in 
Daniel 7:25 and 12:7. While the exact meaning of this is debated, we do know that God 
told Daniel that persecution would continue only a relative short time. God has promises 
to give His Kingdom to His saints. The two wings are probably flashing back to Exodus 
19:4: 4 ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings 
and brought you to Myself. This is the offering of the Lord and the gate to enter the 
Kingdom, a save place during the short period of great tribulation. The woman “might 
fly”, so she (the Church) had a choice to enter the Kingdom, a save place. So, during this 
great tribulation the Jews of Judea also had a save place as we have seen. Have a look 
on this amazing parallel out of Exodus 19: 6 And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel.” 
(Exodus 19:6). At that time the Lord promised exactly the same “Kingdom” to the people 
of Israel, as He is doing here in Revelation 12:13-14!! The Kingdom has been a save 
place since the beginning. Enter it! 
 
15 So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that he 
might cause her to be carried away by the flood. 16 But the earth helped the woman, and 
the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood which the dragon had spewed out 
of his mouth (Revelation 12:15-16). Again during the great tribulation in the year A.D. 
70 there was a save place for the woman (Church) as written:  “Then those in Judea 
must flee to the hills” (Matthew 24:16). 
 
17 And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest 
of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus 
Christ (Revelation 12:17). Here we learn that the woman (the Church) has other 
children, which is for sure true until the last day. Indeed, the heart of God has always 
been to raise many sons and daughters. Jesus was the firstborn, but the spirit of God has 
come upon the Church and birthed millions into His family. The millions of other children 
of God remain on earth in the midst of the battles to come. 
 
5.12 Revelation 13 (The beast from the sea and the earth). 
1 Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having 
seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a 
blasphemous name (Revelation 13:1). Chapter 13 starts off with the appearance of a 
beast, which is the power behind one of the rulers out of the Roman Empire (see verse 
2). Indeed the Roman Empire did seem to rise out of the Mediterranean Sea upon the 
Italian peninsula. We also should consider that as mentioned the sea stands for spiritual 
places of the dark power.  
 
2 Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and 
his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great 
authority (Revelation 13:3). The dragon (the power behind the Roman Empire) gave this 
beast like a leopard (one of the rulers out of the Roman Empire), great authority. When 
we study the events of history, it is amazing how clearly Emperor Nero fits this 
description and how he acted in accordance to the visions that John described in 
passages to follow in the book of Revelation. John described how this ruler blasphemed 
God and was extremely evil (Revelation 13:5-7). It is commonly believed through the 
early church that Nero was the beast of Revelation. 
 
3 And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound 
was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the beast (Revelation 13:3). This 
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near-death experience corresponds with the period during which the Roman Empire was 
almost destroyed. Not only was a third of Rome burned to the ground in A.D. 64, but in 
the years surrounding Nero’s reign four emperors were killed, there were three civil wars, 
and numerous wars broke out around the empire. It was until Vespasion took over as 
emperor that the Roman Empire experienced a return to peace and order.  
 
5 And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given 
authority to continue for forty-two months. 6 Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy 
against God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. 7 It 
was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority 
was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation. 8 All who dwell on the earth will 
worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:5-8). This is the period of the great 
persecution of the Saints. However, the power given to the beast (the Roman Empire) 
was limited to 42 months (1260 days). Lets have a short look to a summary of those 42 
months (1260 days, 3.5 year): 

 2 …... And they will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two months (Revelation 
11:2). The great tribulation of the holy city, executed by the Roman Empire, 
during 42 months. 

 3 And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand 
two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” (Revelation 11:3).  

 6 Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by 
God, that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days 
(Revelation 12:6). A save place for the church during that 1,260 days. 

 5 And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was 
given authority to continue for forty-two months. (Revelation 13:5). Again a short 
period of great tribulation of 42 months. 

Those 42 months, 1260 days, 3.5 years is all about the same period.  
 
10 He who leads into captivity shall go into captivity; he who kills with the sword must be 
killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints (Revelation 13:10). 
It was a very heavy and difficult time for the Saints. 
 
Revelation 13:11-18 is like a repeating of Revelation 13:1-10 with the following 
difference. The first part is more from the perspective of the beast of the sea, which is 
coming from spiritual places from Satan. The second part is from the perspective of the 
beast from the earth, which is coming from those who belong to these earth, the 
personification of Satan on earth, the Roman Empire (Nero). The impact of the (dark) 
spiritual world into the (dark) natural world. 
 
18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for 
it is the number of a man: His number is 666 (Revelation 13:18). It is a well known fact 
that Nero’s name is equivalent to 666. 
 
5.13 Revelation 14 (The whole period of Christ’s reign). 
1 Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred 
and forty-four thousand, having His Father’s name written on their foreheads. 2 And I 
heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of many waters, and like the voice of loud 
thunder. And I heard the sound of harpists playing their harps. 3 They sang as it were a 
new song before the throne, before the four living creatures, and the elders; and no one 
could learn that song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who were redeemed 
from the earth. 4 These are the ones who were not defiled with women, for they are 
virgins. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These were 
redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. 5 And in their 
mouth was found no deceit, for they are without fault before the throne of God 
(Revelation 14:1-5). This is interesting. These 144,000 are the same as described in 
Revelation 7, but now from an N.T. view. In Revelation 7:4 we declared that God sealed 
a number of Israelites so a remnant would remain alive after the holocaust of A.D. 70. 
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This was the view from the O.T. Here in Revelation 14 we see the same people (first 
fruit) but now from the N.T. view, the Kingdom view. A Lamb standing on the Mount Zion 
(New Jerusalem) refers to the Kingdom which has come down to the earth (heaven and 
earth are reconciled in Christ) with Christ on His throne. So, what we see here is the 
transition of the O.T. Jews into the N.T. Church. Those 144,000 Israelites at that moment  
are still alive in the (spiritual) Kingdom on earth. And of course “they are without fault 
before the throne of God” which is applicable for all those who are in Christ and still living 
in this earthly body. 
 
6 Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to 
preach to those who dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people— 7 
saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment 
has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.” 
(Revelation 14:6-7). Well, this is a logical step after Revelation 14:1-5. The N.T. church 
has been born, time to go to continue to preach the gospel to those who belong to this 
earth (who dwell on the earth). Jesus is on His throne, the New Jerusalem came down on 
earth, starting as a spiritual Kingdom, the hour of His judgment (the announcement) has 
come (is about to begin) until every ruler and power is under His feet. This was the 
harvesting angel proclaiming the great breakthrough of the preach of the gospel across 
the world. 
 
8 And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because 
she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” (Revelation 
14:8). What is this Babylon? And why does Babylon’s fall correspond with an angel going 
to preach the gospel across the world? We should not think of Babylon as the city, but we 
should look deeper and see the power or spirit behind that city. Remember the tower of 
Babel, which was built to express human arrogance and pride, saying “we are on the 
throne, we are king, we are God”, as written: 13 For you have said in your heart: ‘ I will 
ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the 
mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the north; (Isaiah 14:13). Well, those 
who think they are (still) sitting on the throne made a mistake: Jesus is King and took 
position on His throne. In Revelation 14:15-16) we will see the link to the increase of the 
preach of the gospel (the harvest). 

9 Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the 
beast and his image, and ……. (Revelation 14:9-11). This is a reminder to what happened 
to the Jews who didn’t accept the Messiah as a warning for the N.T. Church. This is 
immediately followed by an advise how to behave: 12 Here is the patience of the saints; 
here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus (Revelation 
14:12). 
 
13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die 
in the Lord from now on.’” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, 
and their works follow them.” (Revelation 14:13). Encouraging he!!  
 
14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of 
Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 15 And another 
angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, 
“Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to reap, for the harvest of 
the earth is ripe.” 16 So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the 
earth was reaped (Revelation 14:14-16). Time for reaping the harvest is there. What a 
relief! Finally the Kingdom in its full glory! 
 
17 Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp 
sickle. 18 And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he 
cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust in your sharp sickle 
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and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe.” 19 So the 
angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it into 
the great winepress of the wrath of God. 20 And the winepress was trampled outside the 
city, and blood came out of the winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, for one thousand six 
hundred furlongs (Revelation 14:17-20). This is another final harvest (judgment), the 
harvest (judgment) of the unfaithful ones, those who didn’t bow for The King during their 
life on earth. 
 
Revelation 14 in a nutshell: 1. The birth of the N.T. Church. 2. The preach of the gospel 
across the world, start of the Kingdom, start of the judging until every power and 
authority is under His feet. 3. Jesus on His throne replacing all other “fake thrones”. 4. A 
warning for the Church to stand firm, that no one take their crown. 5. Finally rest for the 
faithful ones. 6. Harvest time for both on the left and on the right side (item 5). This is 
the whole period of the reign of Christ as described: 24 Then comes the end, when He 
delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority 
and power (1 Corinthians 15:24). This chapter 14 is also a transition of closing the 
chapters regarding the first age and a view to what will happen at the final end. 
Hallelujah, our King will return! 
 
5.14 Revelation 15 (Prelude to the seven last judgments). 
1 Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous: seven angels having the 
seven last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete (Revelation 15:1). This is 
the prelude to the bowl judgments, seven angels having the seven last plagues. 
 
2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, and those who have the 
victory over the beast, over his image and over his mark and over the number of his 
name, standing on the sea of glass, having harps of God. 3 They sing the song of Moses, 
the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: “ Great and marvellous are Your 
works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints (nations)! 4 
Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy. For all 
nations shall come and worship before You, For Your judgments have been manifested.” 
(Revelation 15:2-4). The Saints sing a victory song. It is interesting how John is 
describing the evil power here in the Throne room: those who have the victory over the 
beast, his image, his mark and the number of his name. Apparently those 4 
characteristics are the most important of the evil power. The song of Moses celebrated 
Israel’s deliverance from Egypt (Exodus 15), the song of the Lamb celebrates the 
ultimate deliverance of God’s people from the power of Satan. The sea of glass is also 
described in Revelation 4:6. 
 
5 After these things I looked, and behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in 
heaven was opened. 6 And out of the temple came the seven angels having the seven 
plagues, clothed in pure bright linen, and having their chests girded with golden bands. 7 
Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of 
the wrath of God who lives forever and ever. 8 The temple was filled with smoke from the 
glory of God and from His power, and no one was able to enter the temple till the seven 
plagues of the seven angels were completed (Revelation 15:5-8). The tabernacle of the 
testimony is a Greek translation for the Hebrew “Tent of Meeting” (Exodus 40:34-35). 
The angels leave the Temple with the last seven plagues and completed them. In 
Revelation 16 the plagues actually begin.  
 
5.15 Revelation 16 (Judgments in the spiritual realms, Armageddon). 
1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Go and pour out 
the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth.” (Revelation 16:1). Chapter 16 starts with 
the commissioning of the seven angles,  to fulfil the final universal judgments. 
 
2 So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome 
sore came upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his 
image (Revelation 16:2). The first judgment went and poured out, a judgment of 
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diseases, and have a look who are the ones who suffering here? Those who had the mark 
of the beast and those who worshipped his image. No apocalyptic and fear driven end 
view of the Church, for those who have the mark of the Lamb. No need for a 
(pre)rapture. We are protected and even not under attack by this first judgment! 
 
3 Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became blood as of a 
dead man; and every living creature in the sea died (Revelation 16:3). The second 
judgment, and again who are the victims: The sea, which is the spiritual place of the 
power of darkness (demons etc.). The humans are not under attack by this second bowl. 
 
While going through these chapter 16 and looking back to chapter 15 following view 
arose:  

 The last seven bowls of judgment in Revelation 16 seems to be bringing first 
destruction in the spiritual realm. The angels are spiritual beings. The bowls are 
spiritual entities. The pouring of these bowls out is God’s act of extending the 
Kingdom rule. Certainly people may suffer because of God’s judgment, but first 
and foremost, God is undoing the works of the darkness in the spiritual realm that 
influence the natural world. Next verse in Ephesians 6 is underlining who exactly 
is the enemy to be targeted: 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood 
(humans), but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
(Ephesians 6:12).  

 Next view is concerning the timing of these “last” seven bowls as described in 
Revelation 15:1. The word “last” makes me thinking at “the end of ages” which 
we studied in Matthew 24:32-33. The end of ages was at Jesus first coming. 
Another interesting saying in the book of Revelation is “and behold, the temple of 
the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened.” (Revelation 15:5) and 1 
Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Go and 
pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth.” (Revelation 16:1). In 
Revelation 21:3 we will see that the Temple (Tabernacle) is opened (came down 
to the earth) 2000 years ago, with Jesus first coming. We also learned that Jesus 
first coming was the start of the judgments. Well, we see these “last” seven bowls 
of judgment as extending from the time of Jesus ascended to heaven, or the 
destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, or from the fall of the Roman Empire way to 
the present and beyond.  

 Revelation 15, which is the prelude to the seven judgments is targeting only 
spiritual entities: “the beast, his image, his mark and over the number of his 
name”. 

 Verse 15 of these chapter 16 of the book of Revelation is underlining our view 
regarding chapter 16: 15 “Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who 
watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.” 
(Revelation 16:15). Why is Jesus saying this “I am coming as a thief” just 
suddenly in the middle of these judgments? It is a strange verse in the middle of 
the judgments. He is saying, be aware, you will not be aware of all these 
judgments for three reasons: 1. They are taking place in the spiritual realms 2. it 
is a continues process from my first coming till my second coming. 3. with this 
“last” seven plagues you will not be able to calculate the day of My second coming 
(for if the last plagues were very short at the final end, we could be probably say: 
He is almost there). 

 
13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out 
of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14 For they are 
spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the 
whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 16 And they 
gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.  (Revelation 
16:13,14,16). This battle has become know as the battle of Armageddon (Har-Meggido). 
There are several facts that we know from the passage quoted above: 
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 We know that demon spirits will be released to stir humanity to fight against God 
(verse 14). 

 All of the kings of the earth will come against God (verse 14). 
 We know that the timing is close to the end, just before the last angel pours out 

his last bowl of judgment and just before God has finished subduing all of His 
enemies. 

Consider the context – God has been making all enemies bow. Think of the kings 
mentioned in this passage not as rulers over nations, but all spiritual rulers over all 
people groups – big or small. In this battle the rulers are not being destroyed, but they 
are being made to bow so they no longer stand between God and the rest of humanity. 
The world will continue to have natural governmental leaders, but they will not be 
allowed to interfere with the individual’s relationship with God. That will result in every 
person on earth standing before God and being responsible to Him. No longer will people 
be able to say “I am not responsible because those in authority over me would not allow 
me to hear the gospel, or go to Church, or act righteously”. What then is the battle of 
Armageddon? It I when every human being must face God. Let me explain how 
Armageddon (Har-Meggido) have been understood by the early Jewish Christians. In 
Jewish history Meggido was a place were there had been many great battles. In modern 
times we may similarly refer to battlegrounds and apply them to our lives, such as when 
a person says that they have “met their Waterloo”, or “its D-day”, or “remember the 
Alamo”. We all have an Armageddon. It is the battle that we all face. It is the war every 
human being must wage in his or her personal life. It is the war of light versus darkness, 
righteousness versus unrighteousness, the Kingdom of God versus the works of the 
enemy. 
 
Again, as already said: No apocalyptic and fear driven end-view of the Church, for those 
who have the mark of the Lamb. No need for a (pre)rapture. Jesus is King since His first 
coming in His Kingdom and we are fellow citizens, protected in the Kingdom and 
moreover, those with the sign of the Lamb (in the Kingdom) are not even targeted by 
Satan (Revelation 12:12). 
 
5.16 Revelation 17 (The woman and the beast, future Kingdom expansion). 
When we start reading Revelation 17 the first questions arises is, who is this harlot? 

1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with me, 
saying to me, “Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many 
waters,” (Revelation 17:1). The harlot (prostitute) sits on many waters is explained in 
verse 15 of Revelation 17: 15 Then he said to me, “The waters which you saw, where the 
harlot sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues (Revelation 17:15). So, the 
harlot has influence in every part of this world (people, rulers, nations, groups etc.). 
What is this influence or collaboration? It is fornication, which stands for wrong or not 
allowed intimate contact and partnership. Next in verse 3 of Revelation 17 is explained 
that the harlot is “a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of 
blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.” Again we see the woman (the harlot) is 
a spiritual power which is controlling (sitting on) a scarlet beast having seven heads and 
ten horns (the natural power). Lets continue to dig in those “seven heads and ten horns”, 
a natural power in the seen (physical) world. This is explained in verse 9-10: 9 The seven 
heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits. 10 There are also seven kings. Five 
have fallen, one is, and the other has not yet come. And when he comes, he must 
continue a short time (Revelation 17:9-10). The seven mountains stands for Rome, as it 
was surrounded by seven mountains and was widely known as “The City on Seven Hills” 
(in antiquity, called Septimontium). The seven kings are the seven Caesars the Roman 
Empire had: at the moment of John’s vision 5 had died (Julius Caesar, Augustus, 
Tiberius, Caligula and Claudius), Nero the sixth one was at reign at the moment of the 
vision, and Galba the last one still to come. Galba only reigned for seven month (And 
when he comes, he must continue a short time).  
 
More is written about this harlot (woman) and lets study the relation to Lucifer: 4 The 
woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones 
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and pearls,… (Revelation 17:4). First, this woman is the spirit or power behind Satan, 
called Babylon. Have a look at her outfit and compare this with the outfit of Satan before 
his fall: “ You were the seal of perfection, Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. 13 You 
were in Eden, the garden of God; Every precious stone was your covering: The sardius, 
topaz, and diamond, Beryl, onyx, and jasper, Sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold 
(Ezekiel 28:12-13). Same outfit. In the book of Hosea I written about the Harlot: My 
people ask counsel from their wooden idols,And their staff informs them. For the spirit of 
harlotry has caused them to stray, And they have played the harlot against their God 
(Hosea 4:12). 
 
5 And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH (Revelation 17:5).  
Follow me now into the depths of this spirit, this power behind Satan, called Babylon. 
First Satan is thrown out of heaven as already studied in the book of Revelation and seen 
in Ezekiel: 15 You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, Till iniquity 
was found in you (Ezekiel 28:15). Next we will see what this spirit (Babylon) really is: 17 “ 
Your heart was lifted up (filled with pride) because of your beauty; You corrupted your 
wisdom for the sake of your splendor; (Ezekiel 28:17a). Pride, the sin of all sins. We (in 
our old nature) want to sit on His throne! We have studied this already in Revelation 
14:8.  
 
6 I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs 
of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled with great amazement (Revelation 17:6). As 
already studied this all happened during the great tribulation in the first century.  
 
Next I would like to show you separately. Have a look at Ezekiel 28:17b concerning 
Satan during his fall:  I cast you to the ground, I laid you before kings,  That they might 
gaze at you (Ezekiel 28:17b). Compare this with the next verses out of Isaiah: 15 Yet you 
shall be brought down to Sheol, To the lowest depths of the Pit. 16 “ Those who see you 
will gaze at you, And consider you, saying:  ‘ Is this the man who made the earth 
tremble, Who shook kingdoms, 17 Who made the world as a wilderness And destroyed its 
cities, Who did not open the house of his prisoners?’ (Isaiah 15:15-17). Satan is 
humiliated here  ‘ Is this the man who….”  Don’t accredit Satan with too much power!! 
Satan was not able to release his own prisoners who were waiting in the Hades, because 
he lost the battle, but instead Jesus took His prisoners along with Him out of the Hades 
into heaven. And I turned you to ashes upon the earth In the sight of all who saw you. 19 
All who knew you among the peoples are astonished at you; You have become a horror, 
And shall be no more forever.”’” (Ezekiel 28:18-19). We have seen this process of the 
humiliation of Satan also in Revelation 11:10-14 during the short victory for 3.5 days of 
Satan over the two witnesses in the streets of Jerusalem. In Revelation 19 and 20 we will 
see that all this actually took place 2000 years ago, when Jesus took the victory. 
 
12 “The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom as yet, but 
they receive authority for one hour as kings with the beast. 13 These are of one mind, 
and they will give their power and authority to the beast. 14 These will make war with the 
Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and 
those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful.” (Revelation 17:12-14). 
In Revelation 12:3-4 we have seen that the Roman empire was divided into 10 provinces 
with 10 kings governing those provinces (10 horns). These verses are confirming the 
collapse of the Roman Empire.  
 
16 And the ten horns which you saw on the (scarlet) beast, these will hate the harlot, 
make her desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire. 17 For God has put it 
into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the 
beast, until the words of God are fulfilled (Revelation 17:16-17). Compare this with 
Therefore I brought fire from your midst; It devoured you, (Ezekiel 28:18) and 15 And I 
will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He 
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shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” (Genesis 3:15). Well, my dear 
friends, the circle is closed. As we know from history all the 10 provinces of the Roman 
Empire finally resisted the reign from Rome, which leaded to the fall of the Roman 
Empire. The Roman Empire destroyed from within, as already prophesied in Genesis 3 
and Ezekiel 28. All to fulfil His purposes: For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His 
purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of 
God are fulfilled (Revelation 17:17). Those 10 provinces of Rome stayed loyal to Rome 
until the words of God are fulfilled, until the Roman Empire was destroyed by its own 
provinces. Another parallel is seen in these verses: The provinces (ten horns) hate the 
harlot. This brings us to the conclusion that the N.T. world is growing into the N.T. 
Church which of course hates the harlot (which is the spirit of pride, Babylon) and starts 
fighting against these spirit, within the Kingdom as we see in the next verse that these 
spirit is still present in this world but decreasing in influence (Satan’s head is bruised): 18 
And the woman whom you saw is that great city which reigns over the kings of the 
earth.” (Revelation 17:18). The woman, the pride spirit is still reigning those who belong 
to this world. I assume that this verse 18 of Revelation 17, is expressing another role of 
the woman, because the woman is already explained before. 
 
5.17 Revelation 18 (The fall of Babylon, future Kingdom expansion). 
This chapter shows the complete destruction of Babylon, John’s metaphorical name for 
the evil world power and all it represents. Everything that try to block God’s purposes will 
come to a violent end.  
 
1 After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great 
authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory. 2 And he cried mightily with a 
loud voice, saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling place 
of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated 
bird! 3 For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, the 
kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth 
have become rich through the abundance of her luxury.” (Revelation 18:1-3). The same 
way we do believe that the Kingdom of heaven started on earth with Jesus first coming 
and is growing into maturity until everything is under His feet we do believe the same 
opposite process regarding the evil power. Satan’s head is bruised when Jesus took the 
victory during His first coming, and as a result Satan’s power is decreasing more and 
more due to the growing maturity of God’s Kingdom. As we have seen that our enemies 
are not of flesh and blood (humans), but evil powers in the air (demon spirits) according 
to Ephesians 6:12, these chapter 18 of the book of Revelation is the final destruction of 
these spiritual powers with a work-out in the physical realm.  
 
What is in my opinion this work-out in the physical realm. You may accuse me of veering 
away from explaining scriptures, and you may be correct, but please allow me. Every 
demon spirit that exalts itself to a position between God and humanity must bow. In our 
lifetime we saw the spirit behind communism fall like a lightning. When many of us were 
children, one half of the world was under its control. Since that demon has fallen, walls 
have been torn down (also literally), and now we are able to preach the gospel 
throughout that previously closed region of the world. Every demon spirit behind 
whatever has to be and will be dethroned, which actually means freedom to choose for 
the gospel of love. So, the increase of freedom to choose your own religion is the crucial 
measure of the Kingdom expansion. This implicates that we expect this to be done also in 
the Islamite countries. This does not mean that every Muslim will become Christian, but 
they will be freed to hear and understand the gospel, and hence, make free decisions for 
or against Jesus. Some of those demonic authorities may try to control humanity by 
working through other institutions and organisations of influence – perhaps through 
multinational corporations, the news media, terrorist organisations, or the entertainment 
industry. However they will not be allowed to hold people in bondage for long because 
Jesus Christ is Lord and every knee will bow. This includes also all demons in the 
religious world as, the honour of Mary in the Roman Catholic Church, or our own demon 
spirit of religion in our own churches. Demons at work among all Christianity will diminish 
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in influence, and therefore, deception, division, and strife will lessen. As a consequence, 
we will see the Church rising in unity and maturity. 
 
When all of the judgments of God are finished and the spirits of pride and religion are 
totally defeated, what will happen? Well, John answers that question as he tells us of a 
voice he heard in heaven: 20 “Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and holy 
apostles and prophets, for God has pronounced judgment for you against her!” 
(Revelation 18:20). When God has finished rendering His judgments against her 
(Babylon and the harlot), then His apostles and prophets will be freed in the earth. They 
will walk in the full authority of God and truly establish His Kingdom rule here on earth. 
When spirits of pride and religion are defeated in the hearts of God’s people, then saints 
will rise in glory. 
 
Interesting to see is the response of the world to the fall of Babylon. The world is 
mourning. Why? 3 For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication, the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the 
merchants of the earth have become rich through the abundance of her luxury.” 
(Revelation 18:3). Merchants in the Roman Empire grew rich by exploiting the sinful 
pleasures of their society. Many (business) people today do the same thing. Businesses 
and governments are often based on greed, money, and power. Many bright individuals 
are tempted to take advantage of an evil system to enrich themselves. Christians are 
warned to stay free from the lure of money, and the good live. We are to live according 
to the values of Christ exemplified: service, self-sacrifice, obedience, and truth. 9 “The 
kings of the earth who committed fornication and lived luxuriously with her will weep and 
lament for her, when they see the smoke of her burning, 10 standing at a distance for 
fear of her torment, saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in 
one hour your judgment has come.’ (Revelation 18:9-10). Those who are tied to the 
world’s system will lose everything when it collapses. What they have worked for a 
lifetime to build up will be destroyed in one hour! So, my dear friends I encourage you: 31 
So don’t worry about having enough food or drink or clothing 32 These things dominate 
the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already knows all your needs. 33 
and he will give you all you need from day to day if you live for him and make the 
Kingdom of God your primary concern (Matthew 6:32-33). 
 
5.18 Revelation 19 (Jesus is King in His victorious Kingdom, final judgment). 
Before we go into the depths of Revelation 19 lets have a look to a prophesy of Isaiah: 
1 Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the LORD is risen upon 
you.  2 For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the 
people; But the LORD will arise over you, And His glory will be seen upon you (Isaiah 
60:1-2). This is representing the first coming of Jesus and He Himself taking position on 
His throne in the spiritual Kingdom 2000 years ago. Isaiah 60:19 is pointing to the end of 
the spiritual Kingdom here on earth, at Jesus second coming: 19 “ The sun shall no longer 
be your light by day, Nor for brightness shall the moon give light to you; But the LORD 
will be to you an everlasting light, And your God your glory (Isaiah 60:19). As we have 
seen, the book of Revelation and also in particular this chapter 19 and next chapters are 
representing these whole period from Jesus first coming until His second coming. As a 
matter of facts the book of Revelation can not be read in a chronological sequence of 
happenings on the time scale.   
 
Another interesting aspect of these chapter 60 of the book of Isaiah is the rise of the 
Church: 1 Arise, shine; For your light has come! (Isaiah 60:1) and 3 The Gentiles 
(nations) shall come to your light, And kings to the brightness of your rising (Isaiah 
60:3). Seeing these verses, we came to believe that the Church will not only rise within a 
dark world, but that the dark world will respond to the glorious Church. This means that 
the world will not get darker and darker until the very end, but the world will get lighter 
as humanity comes to God. More promises to this end are scattered throughout the 
scriptures: 14 For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As 
the waters cover the sea (Habakkuk 2:14). And in the book of Numbers: 21 but truly, as I 
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live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD (Numbers 14:21). Have a look 
at the book of Genesis: 10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the rulers staff 
from between his feet, Until he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the 
nations is his (Genesis 49:10). And the last one out of the Psalms: 8 I will surely give The 
nations for Your inheritance, And the very ends of the earth for Your possession (Psalm 
2:8). 
 
So, now coming back to Revelation chapter 19. 1 After these things I heard a loud voice 
of a great multitude in heaven, saying, “Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honour and 
power belong to the Lord our God! 2 For true and righteous are His judgments, because 
He has judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has 
avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her.” (Revelation 19:1-2). Heaven 
exults over the final fall of Babylon. 
 
6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters 
and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the[d] Lord God 
Omnipotent reigns! (Revelation 19:6). Here we see Jesus appearing in glory. Let the 
celebration begin. 
 
7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
and His wife has made herself ready.” (Revelation 19:7). Wow, this is a great moment, 
the Church has waited for so long. Finally after more then 2000 years of preparation of 
the marriage the moment of the wedding is there. The Church (His wife) has made 
herself ready. This is also already applicable for those who still live in an earthly body 
and walking in the spiritual Kingdom here on earth. The more you are integrated in the 
spiritual Kingdom here on earth the more you (pre)taste the fullness of the Kingdom 
before you leave your earthly body. He came down to this earth 2000 years ago to marry 
you!  
 
8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen 
is the righteous acts of the saints (Revelation 19:8). Amazing he, the fine linen is the 
righteous acts of the saints. So by doing our good deeds for God here on earth we are 
producing the fine linen in heaven. I never realised that. Our works will follow us! 
 
10And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See that you do not do that! I 
am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship 
God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” (Revelation 19:10). Never 
worship angels, they are our fellow servants. Another interesting part in this verse is the 
purpose of prophesying: the testimony of Jesus. 
 
11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him 
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His 
eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name 
written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, 
and His name is called The Word of God.(Revelation 19:11-13). Now the groom comes 
into the picture, on a white horse. As we have seen in Revelation 6 this is Jesus on a 
white horse, judging the world until everything is under his feet. This is in our first 
century, the start of the ongoing judgments. Have also a look on verse 14: 14 And the 
armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses 
(Revelation 19:14). Who are those armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean, following Him on white horses to judge and make war? This is described in 
Ephesians as already studied: 19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,… 
(Ephesians 2:19). You don’t believe me, isn’t it? These are all the saints (who already 
died in Christ), all the angels and us who are in Christ and still in this earthly body. You 
are a saint in an earthly body, riding on a white horse, in fine linen, white and clean to 
judge an go at war, to build and extend His kingdom, which is already yours!!! 
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16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD 
OF LORDS (Revelation 19:16). What more can I say? I have no words. I bow down in 
awe on my knees to honour Him, to praise Him, to go through Gethsemane with Him 
(your salvation), and I will arise with Him to go at war, to build His Kingdom by the 
power of His love. Hallelujah, our Lord reigns! 
 
17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all 
the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, “Come and gather together for the supper of the 
great God, 18 that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of 
mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of 
all people, free and slave, both small and great.” (Revelation 19:17-18). The final 
judgment of the beast and his armies and we are participating in this judgment to judge 
and not to be judged for there is no judgment for those who are in Christ Jesus, our 
saviour.  
 
We will have a look on the process of the last judgment / battle: 19 And I saw the beast, 
the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against Him who 
sat on the horse and against His army. 20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the 
false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who 
received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast 
alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed with the 
sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds 
were filled with their flesh (Revelation 19:19-21). First it will be a battle between all 
participants of both sides (good and evil / seen and the unseen world). It is interesting to 
see that only the beast and the false prophet were cast alive into the lake of fire. To 
understand this we have to go to Matthew 25 again which is about the final judgement: 
“Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, ‘Away with you, you cursed ones, 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons (Matthew 25:41). The hell has 
been prepared for Satan and his demons and not for humans. Here in Matthew 25 we 
read that on this final judgment all the nations will be gathered in His presence and He 
will separate them as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. So, to came to a 
conclusion: Hell, the eternal fire is prepared for the devil and his demons. Only the beast 
and the false prophet will be cast alive into the lake of fire, but according to Revelation 
19 the “kings of the earth”, “and their armies”, “those who receive the mark of the 
beast”, and “those who worshipped his image”, they are killed with the sword and their 
flesh is eaten by the birds. So, were are those rests, the humans? Well, according to 
Matthew 25:41 they are also going to the eternal fire: 41 “Then He will also say to those 
on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels (Matthew 25:41), but apparently not alive, first they have to be 
killed and their flesh has to be eaten. It looks as a different final punishment for the 
spiritual part (unseen world, Satan and his demons) and the physical part (the seen 
world, the humans). The place of the eternal punishment is sometimes described as 
“outer darkness (Matthew 8:12)” and sometimes as “lake of fire (Revelation 19:20). We 
leave this point for now. Finally I would like to explain a last interesting point out of 
Revelation 19:20: “those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped 
his image”. Why those two groups? Revelation 20 revealed that to me. During the O.T. 
(old covenant), before Jesus took the victory, the human followers of Satan were those 
with the 666 sign in the first century. This is the first group before Jesus took the victory 
and Satan’s head has been bruised and bound for a thousand year. The second group of 
Satan’s followers (humans) are those after Jesus took the victory, and hence, there is 
only a declining image left of Satan. We have studied this also in Revelation 17 as written 
“ Those who see you will gaze at you, And consider you, saying:  ‘ Is this the man who 
made the earth tremble, Who shook kingdoms, 17 Who made the world as a wilderness 
And destroyed its cities, Who did not open the house of his prisoners?’ (Isaiah 15:15-17). 
See also Ezekiel 28:17b, 28:18-19). 
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5.19 Revelation 20 (Summary of the N.T. period, recapitulation of Revelation). 
1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit 
and a great chain in his hand. 2 He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who 
is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he cast him into the 
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the 
nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be 
released for a little while (Revelation 20:1-3). Well, Satan is bound here for a thousand 
years. We believe these 1,000 years has to be interpreted as in a no literal sense as 
described for instance in Psalm 84:10: For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand. 
In many other places in the scripture we see similar expressions: Psalm 50:10, Exodus 
20:6, Deuteronomy 1:11, Psalm 68:17, Psalm 90:4. To the Hebrew people 1,000 could 
refer to an indefinite number or even forever. We do see these period as the whole N.T. 
period. To understand this we will have a look at what happened at Jesus first coming: 1. 
Jesus took the victory and was enthroned 2. The enemy was thrown out of heaven 
(dethroned), has been defeated and his head was bruised. In other words: Satan is 
bound (for a thousand years) when Jesus took the victory. This confirms the tremendous 
growing of the N.T. Church and the freedom to choose. As written here in Revelation 
20:3, Satan is not able to deceive the nations (rulers) in these period, however 
individuals are still free to follow Jesus or the declining image of Satan. Here we see what 
is written in Revelation 19:19-21 “those who worshiped his image”. In these N.T. period 
of thousand years only a remnant, an image is left from Satan’s influence.  
 
4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. 
Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for 
the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not 
received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with 
Christ for a thousand years. 5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the 
thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 6Blessed and holy is he who 
has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they 
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years 
(Revelation 20:4-6). If we study the Greek translation we see that John is seeing two 
different groups in verse 4. As often seen in the book of Revelation those who had been 
beheaded and went through the great tribulation / persecution are mentioned separately. 
As already studied those on the thrones are all who died in Christ, and all those in Christ 
who are still living in this earthly body. We are judging together with Christ, which means 
bringing every power, authority etc. under His feet. Of course we live and reign with 
Christ with or without an earthly body those whole period, for real life starts when we 
surrender and accept Jesus the Christ as our saviour. Let us continue with verse 5:  5 But 
the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the 
first resurrection (Revelation 20:5). This is a logical consequence, isn’t it? Allow me to 
explain this in chronological sequence: 

1. First what is the definition of live? If you know Jesus the Christ as your saviour, 
you are alive.  

2. Where was Satan and his demons (angels) before Jesus took the victory in the 
first century, the O.T. period? He was travelling between the earth and heaven: 7 
And the LORD said to Satan, “From where do you come?” So Satan answered the 
LORD and said, “From going to and from on the earth, and from walking back and 
forth on it (Job 1:7). 

3. Where was Satan and his demons after Jesus took the victory in the first century, 
the N.T. period? Well, as seen in Isaiah 14:12: 12 “ How you are fallen from 
heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, …. 
(Isaiah 14:12). See also Ezekiel 28:15, Revelation 12:4, 7-9. To be more specific: 
3 and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, 
so …. (Revelation 20:3). Satan fallen from heaven, into the bottomless pit after 
Jesus took the victory in the first century. 

4. Where were all those who died (in Christ and without Christ) before Jesus took the 
victory during His first coming, the O.T. period?  They all were in the “Hades” or 
Abyss. All those in the Hades were kept their as prisoners. The Hades had two 
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sides as described in Luke 16: 23 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his 
eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 “Then he cried and 
said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this 
flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received 
your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and 
you are tormented. 26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a great 
gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those 
from there pass to us.’ (Luke 16:23-26).  

5. Where were those who didn’t bow for King Jesus after Jesus took the victory 2000 
years ago, the N.T. period? They had two options: Jesus went into the Hades 
during His first coming as written: 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 
just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh 
but made alive by the Spirit, 19 by whom also He went and preached to the spirits 
in prison (Hades), 20 who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine 
longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in 
which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water (1 Peter 3:18-20) and 
7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s 
gift. 8Therefore He says: “ When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive 
(out of the Hades), And gave gifts to men.” 9 (Now this, “He ascended”—what 
does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the 
earth? 10 He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the 
heavens, that He might fill all things.) (Ephesians 4:7-10) and 8 You have 
ascended on high, You have led captivity captive; You have received gifts among 
men, Even from the rebellious,  That the LORD God might dwell there (Psalm 
68:18).  So, the first option: Jesus went into the Hades, preached there to those 
who formerly were disobedient, gave / received gifts to / from them (grace was 
given according to the measure of Christ’s gift, which is amazing grace), which 
means that He led captives out of the Hades along with Him when He ascended on 
high. The second option is for those who didn’t had the first option or didn’t 
accepted the first option.  Well, they had to stay in the Hades. For what reason? 
Their master, Satan, wasn’t able to set them free as written:  ‘ Is this the man 
who made the earth tremble, Who shook kingdoms, 17 Who made the world as a 
wilderness And destroyed its cities, Who did not open the house of his prisoners?’ 
(Isaiah 15:15-17). Now Revelation 20:5 is coming alive were is written: 5 But the 
rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. 
This is the first resurrection. Satan joint them at that moment and they gaze at 
Satan saying:  ‘ Is this the man who made the earth tremble, Who shook 
kingdoms, 17 Who made the world as a wilderness And destroyed its cities, Who 
did not open the house of his prisoners?’ (Isaiah 15:15-17).  They have to stay in 
the Hades until Jesus second coming and they will be judged fairly. 

6. Where are all those who died in Christ and were waiting for Jesus on the good 
side of the Hades, before Jesus first coming? Jesus has the keys of the Hades: I 
am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I 
hold the keys of death and Hades (Revelation 1:18).  As written here, Jesus was 
dead and came alive at Calvary and used the keys of the Hades to release His 
ones and brought them into the (spiritual) Kingdom. They still have to wait for 
Jesus second coming to receive a new body at the very end, the 100% maturity of 
the Kingdom. Revelation 20:4 is giving the rest of the information: And they lived 
and reigned with Christ for a thousand years (Revelation 20:4). 

7. Where are those who are in Christ and still alive yet, having an earthly body? 
Well, their body is on earth. And their spirit and soul? We are fellow citizens with 
the saints and members of the household of God in the spiritual Kingdom of God 
(Ephesians 2:18-22). We are the People of God, already seated "with Him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus", to reign with Christ in His spiritual Kingdom here 
on earth, now (Ephesians 2:6). For more information regarding body, spirit and 
soul see my study “We R spiritual”. 
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8. Finally we came to the first resurrection (which is not the rapture):  6Blessed and 
holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has 
no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him 
a thousand years (Revelation 20:6). 

 
One final remark regarding Revelation 20:4-6. These scripture is often called “the 
thousands years of peace”. Please forgive me the words I am going to use, but after 
studying the book of Revelation, this “the thousands years of peace” is a huge deception 
from Satan itself. Because of this, in my opinion wrong description, many people are 
speaking about wars, and rumours of wars and earthquakes and other nowadays signs to 
prove that our times or the whole N.T. time until now can’t be the “thousands years of 
peace”. They are waiting for something from which Jesus said: In Christ, heaven and 
earth are reconciled (Colossians 1:20). The Kingdom of God is spiritual and not of this 
world (John 18:36). The kingdom of God has come upon us with Jesus first coming 
(Matthew 12:28). This is making the Church so powerless! They are waiting in the same 
way the Jewish were waiting: 6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking 
him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” (Acts 
1:6), they are looking to the Kingdom with earthly eyes (war, rumours of war, 
earthquakes etc.) as the Jews did hoping to be released from the Roman suppressors.  
But the Kingdom of God is spiritual and not of this world (John 18:36). You are missing 
the maturity of the Kingdom, as the Jews did and the Pharisees too. Have a look at 
following statement regarding the Jews: But many Israelites—those for whom the 
Kingdom was prepared—will be thrown into outer darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 8:12). They missed. Please have a look at following 
statement regarding the Pharisees: 20 Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when 
the kingdom of God would come, He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does 
not come with observation;21 nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the 
kingdom of God is within you (or within your grasp).” (Luke 17:20-21). Well, because of 
their religious pride and seeking for their own power, they missed. Here in Revelation 
20:4-6 it is not at all about “peace”. It is about judgment and reigning and real live. 
That’s all. 
 
7 Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his prison 
8 and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog 
and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose number is as the sand of the 
sea. 9 They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints 
and the beloved city. And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured 
them. 10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone 
where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night 
forever and ever (Revelation 20:7-10). We studied this already in Revelation 19:19:21 
regarding the last judgment / battle. All parties from the seen / unseen and the good / 
evil are gathering together for the final judgment, which is of course a battle. These 
verses out of Revelation 20:7-10 is very short and simple about it: At the very end, 
Satan will be released, gathering all his followers, surrounding the saints and the beloved 
city (there is nothing written about any damage or harm to the saints or beloved city), 
fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them.  
 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and 
the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, 
small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was 
opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by 
the things which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, 
and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, 
each one according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast 
into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:11-15). The great white throne judgment, final 
judgment day. Thank you Lord for judging fairly, thank you for your amazing grace, 



Inside the book of Revelation, Alive Ministries South Africa 
 
 

 
 

41

thank you for the cross. In Revelation 20:6 we have seen that over those who has part in 
the first resurrection, the second death has no power. This all is asking a more detailed 
study regarding the different judgments: 

1. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were 
opened (Revelation 20:12). First, who are standing here in Revelation 20 before 
the throne to be judged? The dead. As we have seen the definition of life is: If you 
know Jesus the Christ as your saviour, you are alive. So, these group standing 
before the throne didn’t bow for the King in their life here on earth and they are 
also humans. This is about judgment of the dead. But where are those alive? 

2. As we learned already those who are alive in Christ are the ones who are fulfilling 
the judgments together with the Lord. This is somewhere the moment for the so 
called rapture as described in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18: 16 For the Lord Himself 
will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with 
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one 
another with these words. So, at the moment of the final judgment they are with 
the Lord. 

3. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life (Revelation 20:12b). This 
is not the judgment of the dead, but the judgment of those alive in Christ. This is 
also fair judgment, for the price has been paid by the mighty cross of Christ, 
which means absolution, not guilty, written in the book of life! So, those who bow 
down for the King during their walk on earth are not in this judgment of 
Revelation 20, but judging others (the spiritual dead). Only their works will be 
judged as written: 11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one’s work will become clear; 
for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test 
each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it 
endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer 
loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire (1 Corinthians 3:11-15).  

4. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were 
written in the books (Revelation 20:12b). This is interesting. This judgment is not 
about the question if they did bow down in their life on earth before the King of 
Kings. No, this is only about their works. The works of the spiritual dead are 
following them, same as for those who are spiritual alive! Now I am just thinking 
loud, but please allow me, correct me if I am wrong, but I really try to get rid of 
religious thinking and try continuously to renew my thinking with the help of the 
Holy Spirit. As we saw during the transition from the old covenant to the new 
covenant their was a kind of “second or last chance” while Jesus preached in the 
Hades, gave / received gifts to / from men, and took prisoners (who formerly 
were disobedient) with Him ascending in heaven. This is a similar situation here in 
Revelation 20:12b. I might say that is mend here that there is different 
punishment according to their works, for the scripture says “they had their loan 
already in their life on earth”. But on the other hand, is there a last change to bow 
down, at that very moment of the last day and the final judgment? For that is His 
goal that every knee will bow down. The purpose of judgment is not punishment 
(He loves all humans) but bowing down for the King. You know, AMAZING GRACE. 
Anyway in this particular verse there is only judgment of their works and in verse 
15 there will be the check-up whether there names are in the book of life. What 
do you think: did they bow down before this last final check, just on the last day, 
saved, yet so as through fire as we saw in 1 Corinthians 3:15? 

5. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up 
the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his 
works (Revelation 20:13). These are again all humans who didn’t bow down for 
the King during their life on earth and all evil power from the unseen world (Satan 
and his demon angels). The sea is the so called “spiritual place” for evil spirits. 
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6. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death 
(Revelation 20:14). Finally the start of the final punishment.  

7. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire 
(Revelation 20:15). It is interesting that this is the last verse. If there is a kind of 
sequence in Revelation 20:11-15 than those AMAZING GRACE as mentioned 
under item 4 is probably true. I still hope it, and actually I expect it from our Lord, 
for His love is the ultimate manifestation of His power in the universe!! Psalm 68 
is a perfect example of His fairly judgment (love, power and punishment): 1 Rise 
up, O God, and scatter your enemies. Let those who hate God run for their lives. 
5 Father to the fatherless, defender of widows—this is God, whose dwelling is holy. 
6 God places the lonely in families; he sets the prisoners free and gives them joy. 
But he makes the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land. 19 Praise the Lord; praise 
God our saviour! For each day he carries us in his arms. 20 Our God is a God who 
saves! The Sovereign LORD rescues us from death. 35 God is awesome in his 
sanctuary. The God of Israel gives power and strength to his people. Praise be to 
God!  

8. Some last additional information about judgments: 14 Even Gentiles, who do not 
have God’s written law, show that they know his law when they instinctively obey 
it, even without having heard it. 15 They demonstrate that God’s law is written in 
their hearts, for their own conscience and thoughts either accuse them or tell 
them they are doing right. 16 And this is the message I proclaim—that the day is 
coming when God, through Christ Jesus, will judge everyone’s secret life (Romans 
2:1416). Herewith the question is answered about those who have never heard 
about the law or Jesus. Last verse about all children (of both believers and 
unbelievers) regarding judgment: 14 When Jesus saw what was happening, he was 
angry with his disciples. He said to them, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop 
them! For the Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like these children (Mark 
10:14). The Kingdom belongs to all those who are like these children. Actually this 
means to all those who are not (yet) able by themselves to choose for Jesus as 
kids until a certain age, mental handicapped people etc. 

 
5.20 Revelation 21 (The glory of the New Jerusalem, the Church). 
1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away. Also there was no more sea (Revelation 21:1). The future new heaven and 
new earth. The sea is a spiritual place for Satan and demons, and it’s clear: there was no 
more sea. 
 
2Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from heaven 
saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and 
they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God (Revelation 
21:2-3). As we have seen in the introduction, in Christ, heaven and earth are reconciled 
(Colossians 1:20). This prophesy has been accomplished already! When did the Lord 
came to be among us forever? With Jesus first coming. When Jesus came to the earth 
wasn’t He the holy tabernacle that would live with us forever? Isn’t it written that we are 
the temple (tabernacle) of the Holy Spirit? So He wants to  dwell in His holy tabernacle 
(us) already for more then 2000 years. The new Jerusalem came down from God out of 
heaven, starting as a spiritual Kingdom in a world where Satan is the so called ruler 
(prince), and we are seated with Him in the heavenly places, now. 
 
4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor 
sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed 
away.” (Revelation 21:4). We have studied this more detailed in Revelation 7:15-17 
regarding the shepherding of the Lamb in the spiritual Kingdom. 
 
5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to 
me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” (Revelation 21:5). In the New Living 
Translation is written “I am making all things new” and in the Greek resources is written 
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“to make ready, to prepare”. As we have seen on many places in our study of the book of 
Revelation this “making new of all things” is an ongoing process starting when Jesus was 
enthroned at His ascending 2000 years ago, until His second coming. This is not one big 
bang event at the final end, no those who are in Christ will have a (pre) taste here on 
earth, in their earthly body, according to their own choices to shoulder their cross and 
surrendering. Once you bow down for Jesus and accept His offer for your sins you are 
saved, your salvation is secure. But to grow into the maturity of the spiritual Kingdom 
here on earth, before you die (leave your earthly body) there have to be prices (offers) 
to pay. Only in that way you will first have the benefits of the Kingdom on this side of 
live, otherwise you have to wait until you get on the other side. Be aware Jesus, the 
Christ is much more than a Saviour, He is your Deliverer and your King! 
 
6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the 
End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts (Revelation 
21:6) . This “who thirsts” is remarkable. Why thirsty when every thing is done? I just 
can’t get away from my spiritual Kingdom “theory”. There is no reason to be thirsty after 
Jesus second coming. So, this is applicable in the spiritual Kingdom here on earth 
starting with Jesus first coming. 
 
7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son 
(Revelation 21:7). A mighty promises. And again, an ongoing, growing process of 
overcoming as written: those who are victorious, who obey me to the very end. As 
studied, Jesus enthroned 2000 years ago to be amongst men: “and I will be his God and 
he shall be My son”. 
 
8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, 
idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and 
brimstone, which is the second death.” There is no excuse for no one. There is salvation 
for everyone who just bows down for the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. Another 
question, which I will leave open is: are these mentioned sins the ones the Lord hates 
the most? 
 
9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last 
plagues came to me and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the 
Lamb’s wife.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and 
showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from 
God, 11 having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper 
stone, clear as crystal (Revelation 21:9-11). Wow, like a proud husband Christ is 
describing His bride, the holy Jerusalem, the Church of all ages. The new Jerusalem, the 
Church, descending out of heaven from God, 2000 years ago with a new High Priest, 
Jesus, our King. These Revelation 21:9-21 is the description of a victorious growing 
Church throughout the ages. My dear friends: The world will not get darker and darker 
until the very end, but the world will get lighter as humanity comes to God as written 
“The gentiles (nations) shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising 
(Isaiah 60:3)”. The Church will not only rise within a dark world, but the dark world will 
respond to the glorious Church, “for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea (Habakkuk 2:14)”. The future of the 
Church is in Gods hand. The future will be “God all in all” (1 Corinthians 15:28). So, 
stand up, rise and shine Church of all denominations. We are the Church, you are the 
Church. Anyone who believes in me may come and drink! For the Scriptures declare, 
‘Rivers of living water will flow from his heart” (John 7:38). For we are God’s 
masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he 
planned for us long ago (Ephesians 2:10). It is planned for us long ago, you just have to 
unpack it as written “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what 
God has prepared for those who love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). And now you are united 
with the one who was raised from the dead. As a result, you can produce good fruit, that 
is, good deeds for God (Romans 7:4). Hallelujah, our Lord reigns!  
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22 But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its 
temple.23 The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of 
God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 24 And the nations of those who are saved shall 
walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honour into it. 25 Its 
gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there).26 And they shall bring 
the glory and the honour of the nations into it. 27 But there shall by no means enter it 
anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in 
the Lamb’s Book of Life (Revelation 21:22-27). The glory of the new Jerusalem, starting 
as the Church of all ages. My dear friends, if we speak about the New Jerusalem, all I 
learned throughout my walk on this earth in the Church is about a magnificent futuristic 
place were all evil is expelled. And for sure, that is true, but again, why again this verse 
27 of Revelation 21 in this context? If all things are already sorted out in this context, 
than the final separation should have been done, and in that situation why talking about 
 “But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or 
a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life”? This context must be 
the view from the spiritual Kingdom (an in- and outgoing through gates to bring glory) 
into the Kingdom in its full glory at the very end, on the last day. At this very moment in 
times the Hades is still existing and the final punishment starting in the lake of fire has 
not yet begun. I believe this is the reason that really at the very end of the book of 
Revelation is written:  “Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 
(Revelation 22:20). This is finally the closing of the book of Revelation, the end of the 
spiritual Kingdom here on earth transferring into the Kingdom in its full glory. Finally an 
interesting translation from the Greek bible in this context. The word “glory” in verse 24 
in Greek is δόξα and primary translated as judgment. As we have seen throughout the 
whole book of Revelation it is about judgment. But this judgment is not primary mend for 
punishment, but for bowing down for the King of Kings. So, the whole book of Revelation 
is about bringing His glory! 
 
To came to a conclusion about Revelation 21: On center stage is New Jerusalem being 
lowered down out of heaven on the earth  having the glory of God (Revelation 21:11). 
This city can be seen both literally and symbolically. It should be taken literally because 
of descriptive points such as the fact that it is measured with a rod “according to human 
measurements, which are also angelic measurements” (Revelation 21:17). This indicates 
a correspondence between the spiritual and the natural. However, we must also see this 
city as symbolic, for we are told that the New Jerusalem is the Bride. Furthermore, we 
can read throughout the New Testament phrases in which the Church is pictured like a 
building being fitly framed together, built on the foundations of apostles and prophets 
(Ephesians 2:19-22). Paul wrote how we must all be careful how we built with gold, silver 
and precious stones (1 Corinthians 2:11-12). John also wrote how people who overcome 
will be pillars in the temple of God, and they will not have to go out of it, which means 
the transgression of the spiritual Kingdom on earth into the Kingdom in its full glory at 
the last day. 
 
5.21 Revelation 22 (Our eternal dwelling). 
1 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its street, and on either side of the 
river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every 
month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 And there shall be no 
more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall 
serve Him. 4 They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. 5 There 
shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives 
them light. And they shall reign forever and ever (Revelation 22:1-5). Reigning for ever 
and ever, from the moment we bow down for the King of Kings here on earth. A 
kingdom, starting as a spiritual Kingdom here on earth 2000 years ago, and gradually 
filling the earth as written: “for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea (Habakkuk 2:14)”. Wow, and at the very end a 
Kingdom in its full glory where God is all in all (1 Corinthians 15:28). While building this 
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city the Lord is providing us (the Church) with everything we need to built His Kingdom 
and to bear fruit. Please allow me to explain this to you. 1 And the angel showed me a 
pure river with the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the throne (Temple or 
Tabernacle) of God and of the Lamb. 2 It flowed down the centre of the main street. On 
each side of the river grew a tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, with a fresh crop 
each month. The fruit will be for food and the leaves were used for medicine to heal the 
nations. (Revelation 22:1-2 and Ezekiel 47:12). Compare this with: Anyone who believes 
in me may come and drink! For the Scriptures declare, ‘Rivers of living water will flow 
from his heart” (John 7:38). Your life giving water is directly flowing from the throne 
(Temple or Tabernacle) of God and of the Lamb. So, now you became His holy temple, 
your water should flow from you to the nations, to the Republic of South Africa. You 
became a water transfer station. And there is more! You are the tree and your leaves are 
used for medicine to heal the nations, the Republic of South Africa. Connected to the 
wrong source? No leaves, no healing of South Africa! To which source are you connected? 
Again, we see in this context the process of the growing Church, for what reason else 
should there be “leaves to heal the nations” in a perfect situation where everything is 
already sorted out? The last interesting thing we face here is And there shall be no more 
curse (Revelation 22:3).  
 
12 “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one 
according to his work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the 
First and the Last.” 14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have 
the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the 
city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and 
idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. 16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to 
testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the 
Bright and Morning Star.” 17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who 
hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the 
water of life freely (Revelation 22:12-17). The header in the New King James Bible is: 
Jesus testifies to the churches. So, this very last part of the book of Revelation is a 
message to the Church of all ages. First it is an encouragement: And behold, I am 
coming quickly, and My reward is with Me. Be aware our reward is according to our 
works! We have seen that during the last final judgment this is also applicable for those 
who didn’t (yet) bowed down for the King. Next two verses are remarkable: 
14 Blessed are those who do His commandments,[g] that they may have the right to the 
tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and 
sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and 
practices a lie. At the very end of the book of Revelation the explanation of the spiritual 
Kingdom here on earth. Dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and 
idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie are in the lake of fire in the final 
situation, so apparently the other ones, those who do His commandments, are allowed to 
enter the spiritual Kingdom here on earth, and they may have the right to the tree of life. 
So, now the circle is closed, as studied, your leaves are for healing of the nations here on 
earth, and you are receiving this fruit while living in your earthly body here on earth, in 
heaven, the spiritual Kingdom. And never ever have the courage that you didn’t know all 
this for Jesus said:  “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the 
churches (Revelation 22:16). As a consequence this last appeal:  17 And the Spirit and 
the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts 
come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely (Revelation 22:17). More 
information about bearing fruit in my study “bearing fruit”. 
 
18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone 
adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and 
if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are 
written in this book (Revelation 22:18-19). Why a warning at the very end? Isn’t this 
very end not the final situation with no more tears and sin etc. No, not at all. The book of 
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Revelation is a message to the Church of all ages. Apply it to yourself. He who has an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  
 
20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus! 21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen (Revelation 
22:20-21). The book of Revelation started with a blessing: Blessed is he who reads and 
those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it, 
and it is closing with blessing “Surely I am coming quickly.”  And we say: Amen. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus! 
 
6. Final conclusion. 
26 “There is no one like the God of Israel. He rides across the heavens to help you, across 
the skies in majestic splendor. 27 The eternal God is your refuge, and his everlasting 
arms are under you. He drives out the enemy before you; he cries out, ‘Destroy them!’ 
(Deuteronomy 33:26-27). 
 
17 For the Lord your God has arrived to live among you. He is a mighty saviour. He will 
rejoice over you with great gladness. With his love, he will calm all your fears. He will 
exult over you by singing a happy song (Zephaniah 3:17). 
 
 
Hallelujah, our Lord reigns! 
 
 
 
 
Yours in His service, 
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